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____ KENNER 
FIGURES RIGHT 


The toy maker wos absolutely 
comect when it decided thar STAR 
WARS fons were ready fora new 
Jee of action figures and vehicles 
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CAMPBELL/GARNERSG> 


Their comsrion BOnEs of 
drawing, comics ard Enipine fed 
us fo this issues Oo Ver eens 


“SWASHBUCKLER IN DISGUISE”: 
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BILLY DEE WILLIAMS Sh 


He played the role of daredevil 
mercenary Londo Calrissian, bul 
now hes more down to Barth 


FROM THE NPR DRAMATIZATION: 


EMPIRERADIO PLAY G) ~“S 


Somes from the pivotal duel 
between Luke and Darth 
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HOTH POSTER 
An §-poge foldout all about 
creating the frozen planer 


ComicScan 
STAR WARS comics Hlustrators 
folk about Empire 's (nfluence 


DARK HORSE MINI COMIC: 
“TALES OF 
MOS EISLEY” 


The third of three outrageous 
visits to the cantina. Story by 
Bruce Jones, an by Bret Blevins 


Game Room 

Video & conmtputer adaptations 
of Empire fet players star in the 
MOVES Bredtest scenes 


Star FX 

Richard Edlund. the PX wizard 
behind Empire. recalls whe 
challenges he and his crew met 


The Galactic Bazaar 
Coffectors are beginning to 
damor for Empire-refotedt 
figures, vehicles and playsets 


Cyber Notes 

On-line fans have a Fett-ish for 
chatting about Empire scere- 
stealer Boba the bounty hunter 


Use the Force 
How does an all-Empire trivia 
contest stnke wou? 
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REPORT 


tt Pow anniversary celebrations could be as fun to stage as the one we're throw- 
ing inside this sue for The mone Stakes Beoe From J. Scott Canpiell and Alex Gar- 
ner's whimsical cover homage to the tovia quiz on the last page, we hed a blast giving 
15-year-old Ampine its much-deserved duc. 

Recalling the actual making of the movie, as Billy Dee William amd Richard 
Edlund do, is a great way to revisit Hoth, Dagebah and Cloud City and to get reac- 
quainted with Landa, Yoda and other remarkable characters introduced in the land- 
mak follow-up to Saf Maes. Looking back at the comics, boys, games and the radio 
play spawned by 2mpine is an equally nostalgic joumey back in space and time, 

Personally, however, reacing through the hundreds af letters and &mail from 
readers remembenng their first Bape exqpenences was the best part of patting this is- 
sie together. After all, thoee lasting impressions are why we're all still bere, right? I'm 
only sory we couldin't reprint all the remembrances, but please be assured that each 
and every one was thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated, (By the wiry, | was the man- 


aging editor of Stertog at the time, and 

Hap PY Saw Eropire at a press screening in Man-= 
5th, Empl 
15th, Empire 


hattan. The magazine spent many 
months and issues dissecting the movie, 
sO it's special to be covering the anniver- 
sary from this wonderful vantage.) 

Impressive were the vivid details 
fans conjured up, Many of you were only 
afew years old in May 1980, though you 
remembered long limes at the theater or 
the names of friends you went with, 
Thase who were older came up with 
names OF theaters, what you bought at 
the concession stand and conversations 
had on the way home. 

Amazing. too, were the common 
things recalled, euch as the Twentiedh 
Century-Fox logo at the opening of John 
Williams’ thrilling music during the Batthe 
Of Heth. De ettects-lacden sequences on 
the frozen planet were alomoest unani- 
—_ mously praised as Eeypiee's most 

> = dramatie—second only to the shocking 
revelation by Darth Vader that he was Luke's father, Anakin Skywalker, 

Interesting was the taking of sides by fans in either the Rebel or imperial 
comps. Many of you were devastated by the Empire's “siridong back” power and were 
heartened only at the prospect of resolving the Alliance's plight in a third movie (even 
if three years seemed a lifetime to wail). Others cheered the bad guys and welcomed 
a less-than-happy ending, Yet both sides embraced Ferpire'’s most celebrated new- 
comer, Boba Fett, perhaps because he's such an enigma. “Cool” was the ubbquitous 
description of the mystenous bounty hunter whose ultimate allegiance still is unknown. 

Overall, there was universal agreement that fae Empire Strikes Bock is one of 
the preatest movies ever, and that while the grandest of “home entertainnvent cen- 
ters” can't equal the majesty of a 7O-mm theater screen, video reruns are wildly popu- 
lar. That phenomenon also assures that when 2ryre's 20th anniversary rolls arcund, 
even today's youngest kids will be able to rekindle their fret memornes. 

Sen you in the next issue... 
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~ + THE TROOPS 
a _ LORD VADER 
aN ‘|: HAS ARRWED. 


: 4 {oil NOW, ONE OF THE MOST POWERFUL AND MENACING FIGURES 
IM GALACTIC HISTORY, DARTH VADER® CAN BE YOURS WITH 
THIS LIMITED EDITION SCULPTURE, 


‘= Anakin Skywalker, once a proud Jedi Knight, was seduced by 
a - the power of the it side to become Lord Vader-the 
r { | Emperor's dark-armored apprentice. You can experience 
tha slaggering Power of the Empire, made manitesd in its 

uiltirrente: symbol of evil,..Dorth Yoder, 


FOR THIS CINEMACAST™ OFFERING, DARTH VADER’S 
- EVERY DETAIL HAS BEEN REPLICATED IN HAND- 
PAINTED COLD CAST PORCELAIN. 


Borth Yoder is faithfully detailed, and o limited edition 
of less than 10.000 Beiohires will be produced. These 
exclusive collectibles will nat be sald in stores, This is 
your chonca te give in to fhe dark side of thee Force, 


SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
Cine! ~ purchose, 
teu ery de ia eithin 3 dems of your receipt ot 

thet punches for replecemennd, credit or rebunel 
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e hememhrances 


Readers and Star Wars fans from around the world recall 
the first time they saw The Empire Strikes Back 


#l can remember the first time | taw The Empire Strikes Gack. 
| was nine years ald, and il was on a family trip to Florida, We 
passed a huge theater that proclaimed the movie title in bold 
letters. We pulled in... and waited a very long time in a huge 
line.... | remember covering my eyes at the sight of the wampa... 
and everyone... oohing at the 





sight af the asteroid slug mon- 
ster, [twas a terrific experience. 
And it was only years later 
when | discovered that | saw 
Empire on its premiere date. 
RYAN POMINWILLE Hudson, Wi 


o / was front now center fimuch to 
the chagrin of my mother!) The 
fights weal down gad my world 
changed forever, STAR WARS wig 


grec, bot (ris... Bais west omcrenig! 
When the end credits rolled, al! my 
nine-year-old brain could rhink 
wes, MAOH (AUT ery poor morn gor 
ont af i was @ stiff necki) J sell 
welch Empire regan f pop ir in 
the VCR aod fr nine years ofa 
again. The mowe plays, ie eta 
ond: roll and af my 23:peorsofcd 
brain can think fs... WOW! 
CHRISTA ATWELE Goimerilie, FL 


@ Who could forget Lande Cal- 
rissian? His character provides a 
much appreciated peek into 


OmMmMmMunMmianues 


(Feel free to correct my 
English, | mostly write in 
French). [Living in] a small 
town, we received the film 
weeks after everybody else. 
$0 when Empire came to 
Montreal (the big town), | 
took 4 train to get there. 
First the train had an acci- 
dent (nothing serious), but 
we had to [go] to the nearest 

S17 re town for an- 
other train, 
After a two-hour delay, 
[that] train finally arrived. 
The film was in English, but 
it must be one of the four 
greatest films | ever saw. 
JACQUES GAUDIO Brammondville, 
Quebec, Canada 


© Wien | found out Darth 
ther... 


was Luke's 
I was infuriated, Mind you, ir had 


A HOT SUMMER'S BAY IM “Bi, FOR BELGIAN THEATERS ARE LATE, 
I'd STANDING IM THE WAITING LINE, IN AN ECSTATIC STATE. 
AFTER THREE LOWG TEARS, MY HERGES CAME RACK TO ME, 

TRE EMPIRE STRES BACKS 1M TOW, ALL COME AMD SEEM 
BAFFLED AT AT-ATs STOMPING OVER THE ICY PLAINS OF HOTH, 
LEARHING OF THE FORCE RY YODA IM HIS TATTERED CLOTH. 

OW BESFIM, LIGHTSABERS CLASH, THE CROWD GOING MAB, 

OH, WOLIT CAN'T BE TRUE: DARTH VADER [S LUKE'S DAD! 

THE THEATER'S CLOQING MOW, | WISH THAT I COULD STAY, 

BUT HOT TO WORRY, TOMORROW [5 ANOTHER FMPIRF DAY 


HOW ABOUT THAT? MY FIRST EM GLISH PoE. 
LEE PL Beoeenloon, Belgian 


+! wear years off when my mother got me out 
of school—the ofd doctor's excuse—ta see the 
Jirst showing on May 2, ido. | was on the ede 
of my seat fArough fhe whole ti Aours plus, 
from the Hoth battle te when A2-02 got the Ay- 
perdrive working and saved everyone. But / a 
have a confession to make, When the movie end- 
ed, / was... 30 angry that the Empire Aad won 
that round. {Futf as time went on and / got @ 
little older, f reatized thet you Aave to fore a 
few battles te win the war. it's Aina of fibe fife. 
GLEN PATTERSON Calunhars, OH 

fa= 

> AY FIRST UP RESSION 15 OF THE LIME 
TO GET IMT THE THEATER. THERE WERE 


nothing ta do with the film. | was mad at 
the jerk who walked out of the carly screen- 
ing, saw the line for the later shows one 
bellowed, “Darth Vader is Luke Skywalker's 
father!” at the tap of his lungs ANDREW 
ALLEN inneopeolis 


PEOPLE DRESSED AS DARTH VAGER [ANG] 
FRIMCESS LEIA. AHD OTHERS COVERED IH 
STAk WAST PINS AMD BUTTONS. | DIDK'T 
KNOW IT, BUTI WAS ATTENDING MY FIRST 
STAR WARS COMVERTION! AT THE CAMBY 


Han Selo"s mysterious background and a foil for the villains as well 
as the heroes. The audience gets to watch him develop from a trai- 
tor into a quilt-ridden friend. Perhaps, that is the main allure of 
£58: change. The whole movie is about the dramatic unfelding of 
events that shaped the series. From the blossoming romance and 
sparks between Han and Leia to Luke's growth a3 a jedi and his 
first devastating confrontation with Darth Vader, intense, hard- 
hitting and important events take place. They not only occur on a 
galactic level, with the Empire's victory over the fleeing Rebels, 
but also involve personal character development and interaction, 
Basically, ES has ital, M6I-YI CHUN churduhavas, hartfard.edu 


oy mos! intense mrriory wes arriving at the theater only to be told 
that [Empire] was SOLD OT! However, my father and I... 
movie's entire fength so we were guaranteed to see it opening daye 


Thanks, Dac! 


AG 


BRET PARES Wolnwt Cove, Wil 


STAND, THEY WERE SELLING COCA-COLA PROMOTIONAL POSTERS 
{EY BORIS VALLEJO} FOR 24¢ WITH EVERY POPCORM BOUGHT. 
THE POSTER WAS $0 COOL! BUT | DIDM'T HAVE A QUARTER | 
WAS TOO SHY TO ASK DAY FRIEND) FRILIP'S DAD TO BUY ME 
OWE, $0 | SHEARED AWAY TO TELL THE GIRL BERING THE 
COURTER, “I DONT HAVE A QUARTER, HOW CAN | GET OWE OF 
THOSE?” SHE MUST HAVE SEEM THE ANGUISH OM MY FACE AMD 
TAKEN PITY OM ME, SHE SAID, “WELL, | COULD LET YOU HAVE 
THIS OME, IT'S A LITTLE RIPPED, BUT IF YA WANT IT.” “OR, 
VEAH..7" | SAID. “THANK YOU S000 MUCH!" _ THAME TOU 
TO THE ANGEL BEHIND THE COUNTER FOR TEACHING ME A LESSOW 
OF KINDWESS I'VE HEVER FORGOTTEN. 
I'VE STILL GOT THAT SAME KIFPED POSTER 
ALL THESE YEARS LATER CAS WELL AS A 
COUPLE OF MINT OMES!). cumT WicmERI 
Marristaen, Hl 


wercitaret fer 


* | was finishing my last few weeks as a fifth 
grader. | remember talking with my best friend, 
Nick. He told me his father had bought tickets for 
his entire family and their babysitter to see Em- 
frre that night in downtown Washington, D.C. | 


was envious. When | qat heme | 
told my mom how lucky Mick 
was, and she promised to take 
me to see Empire as soon as she 
could find time. After chang- 
ing, | headed to the community 
pool. | was playing shuffle- 
board... when my mom drove 
up, beeping the horn of our red 
and white VW van. “Karl!” my 
mom said, “Mick's babysitter 


> Fopire lt a great 
film, and is filled 
with comme and me- 
meats that sheald he 
framed and hong in 
some sort of inter- 
planetary gallery! 
CHEN COWEGILL Marth: 
field. Hrmingham, 
Esglisd fevelape art 
by Cho Comdill 


got sick and he has an extra 


ticket!" eae 
ROHNER Glenn 
Dale, KG 


© f was rfree 
dears ofd. f on- 
Aoved everyone 
fia ary forly bp! 
asking wien wer 
would be going. 
Wien we Araolly 
got there, f fell 
aafego witiuin the 
Firat #5 orinwtes, 
The next time 
we sow ff, J 
made if fo 
Fodor's pofk with 
Jabe about roistng the aie front the 
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© Fr Were on a mission. 


[left the theater saddened by what had happened to our he- 
rees, but nonetheless thrilled te see that George Lucas had 
done il once more. When [ got home, 1 couldn't concentrate 


on my homework, My head 
Was 201] im the stars. As far as 
Il was 1laaAs 
couldn't come fast enough. 
MARY JO FOX Vienna, WA 


concerned, 


@ J wos J) wears ofa ar the fine. As 
we fet the cinema, we were all 
iraimvasted, and as we followed 
AY OWPenis wee tafked about the 
Jil non-stop. Jt wos then that we 
saw that we were following the 
wrong adults. NICK DENTON 
Danford, Kear, Eryn 





GALAXY MAGAZINE. 
OME WHITEHALL. ST., 


i, being the master of 





swnne's cfetches Firaliy, te thin 
and fourth times, F orw whe whale 
movie and foved it, AHO8EAT 
PORRSCHEE Ceratereach, Ay 


adult penmansAip, forged tuto notes for carly 
dismissal from school, My friend, the brains of 
the outfit, made the crucial calculations of time 
and escape. Our destination: the focal theater 
and a five o'ctfoce showtime. We were Febets, 
and Empire was calling. We arrived around 


+ Perfaining to that seminal! moment 
when Darth informed Luke Ac was fiz 
father, f remember being somewhat 
shocked. Oddly enough, F lave stronger 
memories of the gposps moy frieneas fet out 
when Ff informed them of this incredible 
iat it genealogy at schoo! the following 
Monday. BILE CAINDLER Rutherford, Ws 


© / remember the first time J sow Empire. whlch wes in 
Aty home city of Canberra, Austrniia. ft wire at a mewly 
renovated claern's opening and ESB was their first 
movie fo be screened. My friend and f queued for 
eben! four fours wailing for te doers fe open so wer 
could get the fist eo tickets sold in Canberra. Guess 
Whar? We did! OAVIO FISHER Qweanbeyan, Austrevic 


mug0,.... As the fowrs went by, 
was taften aback at the con- 
stant flow of people arriving 
eariy to walt fn fine. fe was 
amdzling to me that so many 
People would leave work early, 
skip baseball! practice, post- 
pone dinner or risk the sheer 
torture of after-school! deten- 
tion as te Aad to be there, 


#1 first saw The Empire Strikes 
Back as part of a Srae Maes 
triple bill, back in 1983, having 
somehow missed it during its 
original release. | was left en- 
thralled by the cliffhanger end- 
ing. Fortunately, within five 
minutes | was engrossed in Ae- 
turn of the fea and yet another 
bag of popcorn. How on earth 
most fans stayed sane for three 
years between £58 and #07) is a 
complete mystery to me, and 
I'm sure a few went bald 
pulling their hair out! sTEVEN 
FIELD Brentwood, Essex, Erveplareed 


* The thing | remember most 
vividly from my first view- 
ing of my favorite film of 
the trilogy has got to be 
Princess Leia’s lips. Yes, the 
first appearance of Leia, 
looking all cool and icy (and 
beautiful) in the Echo Base 
command center... still 
gives me chills to this day. 
There was a chorus of oohs 
from the young boys in the 
audience... and I was oohing 
right along with them. tooo 
KILLINGER Whew York 


When fmpire openced, I 
Wis living im Morth Dakota. 
l was eight years old, and 
my father waa atationed at 
Grand Forks Air Force 
Base.... What [ remember 
most of all, is the fact thar I 
went each of the first five 
nights. That is not in itaelf 
Spectacular, except that 
freak Kiay blizzard hit and | 
stood in line in the snow 
each night freesing in an at- 
tempt to ace it just one 
more tine. JEFF WEDDING 
eerie psi ore rian, acd 


Once inside the theater, / marveled at the crowd's enthusiasm 
and my own... / Aad seen Star Wass many times during that sum- 
mer [three years before, but Aad never noticed the widespread 
enfoyment the Stan Wans galaxy produced amongst all the peaple 
of different ages and backgrounds. ft is for this insight along 
fhat dam stilla fan, and this thought alone that the apening of 


Empire is memorafle fo me, 


DAVID LL CURA Springyfiete, tl 


+My memories of seeing Empire for the first 
time are special ones. First off, my mom let 
me stay out of school that day to be one of 
the first people in town to see the movie! At 
eight years old, that [was] cool! Then | was 


THE OMLY THING THAT BOTHERED ME 
[WAS] THAT CHEWIE STILL DID WOT GET A 
MEDAL IM THIS OQHE, CLIFF FARRELL 
Mire Sareea Boace, FL 


+! wes seven... As a hopeless ro- 
mantic, my favorite parts were 
the scenes between Leia, my 
Humber-one idol (f even made 
my mom do my Aalr in those 


interviewed at the theater... and had my name in the news- 
paper. That was even cooler! Then there was the film itself. 
it’s hard to put inte words everything you feel when some- 
thing you've waited on for so long finally arrives. It was 


awful duns!) and the dashing and Fandsome Cap- 
tain Sofo.... dnd then te learn that Leia hed jedi 
powers as well, f wes so excited. Leia was the first 
movie Aeroine | Anew of fwhol was just as capable 


something I'll never forget. 
That's the best way to put 
it, LEEKARR Savannah, GA 


+ My dad took me to see Fripire. | was only 
five and a half. | began to fall asleep near the 
end. | woke up to see Vader cut off Luke's hand. 
Then | realized | could not feel my legs. Had Vad- 
er somehow cut them offf, | began to think. Mo, | 


* | finally convinced by 


grandmother to take my lit- 
tle sister and myself. The 
theater was packed, and my 
sister and I had ta sit in dif- 
ferent areas of the theater 
while Grandma watched 
over we, Now as I look back, 
fmpire wasn't only about 
the fight of pood versus evil, 
but about recognizing the 
family you have, whether 
one is the dark champion of 
Aan oppressive Empire or the 
tender, giving grandmother 
who gave up her quiet after- 
noon to stand near you in a 
crowded theater. Rusa 
Kroeok II] Bennidji, Mi 


*Seing about eight years ole, J 
bugged my mother... so much 
that she agreed to take me to 
see {Empire on/ opening nights 
We pot te the theater and there 
were farge crowds. We walted 
patiently as the fine got smaller 


had fallen asleep with my legs curled underneath 


as the guys, didn’t trip when the 
bad guy was after Aer, fhe way 
Women in the mowles always 
seem to, and managed to look 
fabulous the whole time. To a 
young girl raised on | Dream of 
Jeannie (“Yes, Master!"), this 


me. it had cut aff my circulation. And that's how 
lremember fmpire. Jason Darnell Elkin, NC 


was awelcome sight. camry 
CAMPRELE Aicewrite, Fl 


> I'M OF GEORGE LUCAS’ GENERATION, THE OME THAT GREW UP WITH THE BEGINHIMG OF TV BY WHICH OUR 
IMAGINATIONS SOARED AS WE WATCHED CAPTAIN FIDEO, TOM CORBETT SPACE CADET, SPACE PATROL... 
AMD MOVIES LIKE WHEN WORLDS COLUDE, WAR OF THE WORLDS AMD FOREIODEN PLAWET.... WHEN EMPIRE 
APPEARED, | WAS REALLY READY TO HAVE AMOTHER LOOK AT MY SCI-FI PAST, THIS TIME WITH MY THO 
SMALL CHILDREN. | HAD STUDIED THE SAME MATERIALS IN MYTHOLOGY AS LUCAS HAD, $0 1 RELATED TO THE 
THEMES OF [HIS] TWO (STAR WARS! MOVIES. THE SCEME FROM £32 THAT STANDS OUT STRONGEST IM MY 
MEMORY [5 WHERE LUKE. CONFRONTS THE APPARITION OF DARTH VADER AND LIGHTSAEERS HIS HEAD OFF, 
AS THE MASH SUBLIMATES INTO SMOKE, LUKE'S FACE APPEARS INSIDE THE HELMET. TURMIMG TO MY WIFE, | 
WHISPERED, “DARTH IS LUKE'S FATHER.” | RECOGHIZED THE MYTHIC IMAGERY. PORTRAYED WAS HOT 50 
MUCH THE CHOICE TO BE MADE BETWEEM GOOD AND EVIL, BUT THE CONFLICT INVOLVED IM DISENTANGLING 
ONE'S IDENTITY FROM THAT OF ONE'S FATHER AND/OR MOTHER. LUKE WOULD REALIZE THAT COMFLICT 
WHEN DARTH VADER REVEALS HIS PAREWTAL RELATIONSHIP. REMHOLD HOHMEREIM Olds, Alberta, Canada 


“> EMWELOPE ART 
BY AMHE MEYER, 
MODESTO, CA. 


and smaller... To make a fong 
story short, we got to the ticket window just as 
the employee was placing a “Sold Out” sign up. 
Denied, despondent, depressed, | walked back te 
the car and felt / would never be Aappy again, 
that is until my mother told me we would see it 
the next day. which we didi! DEVAS &. TUCKER 


fast fongmeadow, Mass. diacker@unrecedy 





+ The first time | saw ESB, | was between my junior and se~- 
niet years in high school. My best friend, Eve Levine, and | 
would sit through other movies twice just to see the trailers 
for Ess. It looked exciting and more “adult” than ANH, what 
with the Han and Leia kiss... [We] went to one of the first 
showings. Empire is no doubt the best movie of the trilogy, 
but when we left the theater, all | could think about was 


how depressed | felt. Rather than the cuphoria I felt after 


+ Ove thing that stands ouf in my mind from Empire... fas fo be the 


secing Srag Waes, | was left with the awful 


bounty Auweters—especiaiy Boba Fett, Although they didn’t get a jot of knewledge that it would be another THREE 


acreen time, ifowos the mystery about them that caught my eye and Sept 
me foping for mone, Jt is becewsr of fem that! devon my own; folder on 
AUQE for Boba Fen fans. Derek Pridoifs FAL Oop Glaal com 

oF wos fa pears ofd.... The opening scopi Aad announced fhat if was 
“a dark fime for the Hebellion,” As I watched, and espectally az the 
movie ended on such a defeated note, J understood just sow dark if tru- 
fy was, So, in short, ao forry tale showed its teeth, AM was not sweetness 
and hight, and if was going to take hard work and sacrifice fo overcome 
injustice and tyranny. MATTHEW FRACHER Kent, WA 


“t/a - 


years before | could find out what happened 
to Han! SUTANNEHANNERS Ghislaine @aol 


*# When I got home I filled 
up an ice cube tray, put my 
Han Solo figure in it and 
froze him until 1983. Crasy 
kicl! COLIN SHERIDAN Wew 
Myce Park, MY 
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your Glub magazine was delayed and you had bess than 10 days | trom Canaca, whee otter os. aiaghaty different. Giles. tax aided where appibcable ts 

to respond, retum the book af our expense |_WWe ceserve the nigh SwG a5 — wilh membership) 


i eee . Api 
2 ee State 


B you're under 18), your parent must eign beara 
Members acrapled i U.5.A. sed Cintads defy. Caracian merriders services 





it wos @ week before Empire 
opered in theaters. J war a joung 
atforcey, living in Washington, 
Oo, web ded just dectfed to ac- 
cent a job with a young company 
famed Lucasfilm, witht headgquar: 
for fe es Angeles, Aung atmo J wars 
ail! living ia Moshingron, J wear in- 
Wied fo ctterd te goto preniere of 
Empire, witch also fappemned to 
be @ benefit for fhe Special 
Oiperpice. Jt is @ doy fo will jong re- 
miomber, The festivities before the soneerning were a Biles, Almost ell eyes 
were on Mork AHonil, As fake Skywalker, fe snquestionably was the 
star. f wos amazed at how dow fo earth fe seemed. Armoctinig: far fess 
afention ina remote comer was Yortson Ford, Ye told me fe was about 
fe po off ro tke desert te begin shooting a move for George onfed Raiders 
of the Lost Ark. “HMhat’s tho! aéout?” fo asked. “Seats mc.” Harton 
replied it tus usual deadpan, Finally. we all fled tata the theater fo see 
The Empire Strikes Back. Jt was an audience of the cto and foros, 
ie notsoefonrous aad a couple Aundred ciifdren whe moy not Awe wre 
demfood all the nworces of STAR WARS, bet who appreciated a2 thnll and 





What stands out most in 
my mind about Empire was 
the ending. It virtually 
guaranteed that there would 
be another movie. Now that 
I'm 27, I'm just as excited 
about the next series of [Srak 
Wars! movies. I can't walt! 
KELLY Rk. BARGER Kinsten, NC 





+ ENVELOPE ART 
BY MARK KELLY, 
PONTEFRACT, WEST 
TORKSHIRE, UK 
| WAS WAITING 
OW PINS AKD MEE- 
DLES FOR BORA 
FETT TO MAKE HIS 
GRAND ENTRANCE, 
150 WANTEB TO 
SEE IF HE WOULD 
LIVE UF TO THE 
HYPE FROM KEH- 
HER; AMD BIB HE 
EWER, WITH (UST A 
FEW SHORT LIMES 
AMD VERT LITTLE 
SCREEM TIME, HE 
FECAME M¥ ALL- 
TIME FAVORITE 
WILLAIH., MATT maT: 

THE Fettcalivewaoel 


2 was seven yeors ofd when Empire wes 
released, J fowed fit thenf and will always 
as an adult. Empire, fike the offer two 
[Star Wars) films, brought entertainment 
as well as morals fo my life. A favorite 
fine from Empire thot f sholl never forget 
aad fwill! poss on to my children ia 
Yoda's: “Bo or do not. There is no fry.” 
Advice to five by from a fong, fong time 


expressed ff louder than any audience before or since. Whar an epert- 
ence if wees—ihe screams ond chees as Rebel! seowspecders zoomed past 
towering walkers, the amazement aad wonder as we collectively caught a 
Jes glimpse of the sage Foola, me crfes and stomping ax Luke bortledd 
Vedder, and the utter shock and disbelief as Vader frst spoke foe wathink- 
able words, “Wo. Cube, Jam your father” As thhenderous applause preer- 
ed every ane of re filers ed credits, J sor ipling with the realization net 
only that d fod seen an astounding fiir but also that J aed made a prea 
decision dt foudag ter foo with Cucasife, Perhaps prone then aay of the 
millions of peaple wilbo Socted fo see Empire, sty iife Aas ot bee the 


afo, 


#1lowas cight years old. For 
one thing, I remember how 
much Yods sounded an 
awful lat like Grover from 
Sesame Stree, JEFP 
THRASHER [addiress nor kreown] 


¢impire’s video release came a 
litthe before my eighth birth- 
day. By then, | had become the 
Star Wars-hungry animal | still 
am today. Invitations were sent 
aut for my birthday extrava- 
ganza,. All my second-grade 
friends were Invited.... Needless 
to say, that party was a success. 
We laughed, we cried, it was 
the feel-good moment of the 
year. BRIAN HOLST LeClaine, 1A 


ArT! many moons fron Ao we. 
MICNASL VALENTING Marburg, i" 


Sonate Since. 


HOWGCLAD fOPPMAN Vier Preidenr, Loonsfiler Lien 
olen my father and 0 hett firapire/, we 


talked all the way home about fit). To me 


* The first time Foou'a ap- 
peared on the big screen was 
quite Wee a religious experience 
for me. One of the greatest jedi 
Mdasters emerged as just a tiny 
#reen Aermit iiving on a deso- 
fate planet. f imagined the jedi Master as an all- 
powerful being who wold dazzle Luke with Als 
ability in the Force. Koda gave (aspiration te a 
generation of people whe lack the pAysical 
prowess of their companions in life and made it 
quite clear that “size matters not. Look at me. 
judge me by my size, do you? ..fFor my affy i the 
Force, and a powerful ally it is." Yoda taught us 
that itis OF te be different and out of character 
fn comparison to offers, He gave us the confi- 
dence to be ourselves and not to try and “mask” 
our true selves (pn order to be ikea. Yoda was in 
essence Che first person to give many of us that 
boost of self-esteem that we needed at a young 


® [1 SAW] EMPIEE IK THE THEATER AT THE AGE OF 4...15AW age. ft is for this reason thet ! 


ALL THE TOYS THAT | HAD PLAYED WITH OVER THE PAST YEAR, 
LIVE-IN MOTION, TALRING, FIGHTING, EXFLODING-OW THE 


continue fo rely upon the 
words of Yoda as a wall of con- 


SCREEM IM FRONT OF ME. THE WHOLE EXPERIEWCE WAS TRULY fidence. eKrLE GOOo Lebanon, ON 
BREATHTAKING, GADD, EOWITOM Jackies, id 
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the best thing about all the Sran Maas 
movies Was the fact that my father en- 
joyed the movies as much as 1 did, and we 
had a commen intercat that atill exists, 
Sslor? CARTER Seen Raateel. CoA. 


® The most profound impact 
f€mpire] has had on me... is 
its musical score. | knew 
when I heard the soundtrack 
that | was listening to John 
Williams" masterplece. Be- 
cause of his wonderful mu- 
sic, | decided ta be a 
musician and am graduating 
this year from college with a 
bachelor’s degree in music 


education. Thank the 
Farce!!! ROBERT MAGEE San 
Angels, TX 


© To fis day, §3 years after the 
mooie cane ow J mer woose bors 
when / dear fete Williams” Har 
Solfo and Princess Leia theme, 
JARED GREGG KyeOwrrondgiool 


+My memory ia from just befere the film 
came out. The trailer had shown a scene of 
Luke and Leia hesitantly moving in for a 
kiss (cut from the film, but preserved by 
Marvel comics), and I was ready for Luke to 
fet the girl. | apotred the Marvel adaptation, 
and darned if | couldn't resist a peek. | 
opened right te the scene with HAN kissing 
Leia (“Just remember that, Lela, “cause I'll 
be Bback".) Good Grief Poor Luke! (Yeah, 


yeah, she 
J can still remember the was his sis- 
mile-long line to the ticker ter, 1 know, 
counter. Fo also remember ut they 
fhe guy the theater Aad didn’t make 
dressed up as Darth Vader. it up to him 
He hod on @ Slack T-shirt until this 
that fFAod a@ big Aole fn the year, with 


Callista.j 
BRENDON WAHL- 
MLS 


Jront, and fre hod] a big old 
beer belly. This must Aaver 
been Vader's Ailbilly cousin 
Subba Vader. PHPEIF 
BLACKBURN Huddy, 
+I'm only six years old, and my dad is 
helping me write this letter to you. | have 
seen Empire on video but never in the the- 
ater. What | remember the best is bounty 
hunters and Han getting frozen in car- 
Bonite. DAVID HARDY Chattanooga, TH 

oUt was the opening werek- 
end. Wren we asked our 
Fo nr take , ashe 
replied, “Sorry... we've por 
fo get you Puyes sorte mew 
clothes.“ My parents, 
brother and Fo piled info the 
Station wagon for fhe 
dreaded trip. MWe got to the 


Pintsburgh 


bpwat]S* @opirt ech 


ro Of a 


mall, To my Aorror, there wos a theater complex... 
Auge The Empire Strikes Back sign outside. People were 
everywhere, Offer kids were standing in Nine. OF, the tor- 
fure! Tire irony! So close, yet so far.... “ifom, Dad can we 
Please, please, please see Empire?" “No, son. We've gor 
more important things to do," replied my father. MTy 
brother and F sulked. As we got out of the car, my dad 
hurried us. “O'rnon, We'd better hurry. We've gor fo pet in 
fine (if we're poling to make it,” he said, “Aren't we po- 
ing... shopping, Dad?" f asked. “What, are you Aidding? 
How can we, with The Empire Strikes Back playing 
Aga Aere?” Pure foy filled the souls of my brother and me. 
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* What tftands out most are 
the events that tied my stom- 
ach in #@nats: tubes encounter 
with Fader fon BDagobahs: the 
back of Kader's head: the Aope= 
fessness of Han and Leia on Be- 
spin when Fader fas them over 
for lunch; Vader‘s claim to be 
tuge’s father. Fader. Fader, 
Veder. | thing the Empire was 
pretty [ticked/ off over losing 
their Death Star. CHRIS 
SOMHAM Santa Clara, CA 


with a 


OF comrse, if was one of 


+ Yoda was my favorite char- 
acter in [Empirel Ae is sort of 


the greatest 
days of my 


fife Mr. Miagiin The Karate Kid, fife. corr 
except Koda doesn't make luke CLARK SClark 
paint Afs Awt or wax Ads car. AISogeof 


Toop BRORA Claremont, Ca 


+ Growing wp, / wes very sick ond soent most af my 
young fife in Posnitals... so when STAR WARS eente out 
J/enede ft oory place to mun to when J felt boo When Erm- 
pire come owt f wos thrilled my place to Aide... got 
anica bigger, TWWOTNY SPANGLER DOTY fadianapelis 


ve ing Action Set shown a 


lachines 
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°.. J wos aren, Jt wes Hollowees ond raining. J was so bummed beoause J would not ger to 
@0 fick or eating, the Highlight of the year, Jy parents rented [Empire]. After watching for 
Just a couple of minutes, f totally forgot about nor being able to get fons of free cancly. That 
was fhe best Holfoween J hove ever fod, and J stil! wateh fEmpire every! Halloween. 
CORDELE GATHERUAF Corvallis, OR 


+ I'M HOW A 30- 
YEAR-OLD MAH, AS 
A U.S, MARIWE, I 
SERVER IM TWO 
COMFLICTS (PANA- 
MA AND KUWAIT) 
AND THE LA. RIOTS. 
| GOT MARRIED, 
I'VE SEEN A LOT OF 
THE WORLD, GOOD 
AMD BAD. AND YET, 
FOR SHEER EXCITE- 
MEKT AND WOH- 
DER, | DON'T THINK 


AMVTHIMG "VE 
EXPERIENCED CAH 
COMPARE WITH 
THAT GLORIOUS DAY 
if YEARS AGO, 
RICK (OBMTOM Leg 
Ampeles 


WE INVITE your comments, criticisms, questions and suggestions. Send us envelope art or photos of your Srar Waes collections. But, please, do not 
send unsolicited ideas, articles or art for Lacastilm. Sorry, but we cannot read or pass them on to Lucasfilm. Mail letters to: Srae Weer Gavery Macazne, 
Communiqués, One Whitehall St. New York, NY 10004. Or e-mail us at SWGMTOPPS@aol.com. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and clarity. 
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Have you heard? The next 


One of the most exciting 





Srag Waes adventure is 
in the can. But walt... 
we're not talking about 
a movie, The newest big 
Sraa Waar production 
will be Rebel Assault I, 
an interactive action 
game from LucasArts 
Entertainment Co. that 
will debut this fall. 


aspects of the new 
game—a sequel of sorts 
to the already-popular 
Rebel Assault, a 3rar 
Wass-flavered action 


cameras rout on NEW Sur Wars PRODUCTION 


arcade game—ils that It will feature extensive live action, not just computer-gen- 
erated scenes. In fact, Rebel |i represents the first time George Lucas has allowed 
anyone other than himself to film a live-actlon Srae Waes fantasy. 


In the game, some characters are depicted by videotaped actors whose scenes were 


shot on Blue screen and then composited onte 3-D backgrounds. sWoM 
reporter Sue Berkey waa invited ta spend some time on the set. She reports 
that perhaps the most impressive among the cast was none other than Darth 
Vader. Although he was his usual ominous self, towering over the crew in 
his impressive black cape and gleaming helmet, the Dark Lord of the Sith 
demonstrated uncharacteristic patlence as his scenes in Rebel Assault I 
required take after take. 


Also on the set were the game's two leading characters: the player's 


alter ego, Rookie One, portrayed by actor j/amison janes: and 
Rookies mentor and fellow Rebel pilot, Ru Murleen, played by 
actress Julie Eccles. Other familiar “stars” on hand for the 
shoot were the many authentic Srag Wares costumes and 

props that were dusted off after so many years for 

this latest intergalactic adventure. 

the next Issue, reporter Berkey will have an 

exclusive story on the making of Rebel 

Assault 1. Bont miss it! 


“ia 





HAL BARWOOD 
CLEFT) DIRECT- 
IHG THE LIVE 
ACTION FOR 
REBEL ASSAULT 
Il, WITH STARS 
JULIE ECCLES 
AND [AMISOH 
)OMES. 


COMSTEUCTING 
STEEL-TEC S 
T° WiIhG WILL 
TEST A MODEL- 
ERS METTLE. 





N EW PRODUCT 
Hears ™ EPL 


Here's what to look for from Sras Wars 
licenses in the coming months: A. H. Prismatic 
will tntreduce 3-D embossed stickers... Ad- 
vanced Graphics will add an Ewok, Imperial 
guard and Admiral Ackbar to its standees line 
Applause will launch its line of collectible fig- 
urines, Ralph MeQuarne lithographs and other 
gilt items... Newcomer Changes will introduce a 
line af T-shirts featuring etipple art by Bul Harri- 
son... CUD will offer covers from Oork Errpire 
comics in a tin collector's box... Hallmark will 
publish a 1996 Sran Mass calendar... Hamilton 
Collection's latest plates feature a snowspeeder 
and a Star Destroyer... Colbections of Lewis Ga- 
loob’s Srag Mars Micro Machines figures will be 
offered... Micro Games America is set bo intro- 
duce a Darth Vader Power Talker walkie-talkie 
et... A g-D Jiiiienniom Folcon puzzle is coming 
from Milton Bradley... Moustrak adds three 
now moustpads showcasing Dark Horse art.. 
Party Professionals will release Don Post- 
designed Boba Fett and Vader vinyl masks 
helmets... Remeco will launch its Steel-Tec 
A Wie fighter model kit... Sereamin” Products 
will include Luke Skywalker in its model line.., 
Thinkway Toys will feature R2-D2 and C-3PO 
tagether on a coin bank... 
pone ee eee eee eee 


MIASTERV ISIONS GIVEAWAY! 


To thank readers for their Input on the jum- 
bo MasterVisions cards, coming in October, 
Topps is giving away a dozen 36-card sets. 
To enter the random drawing. send your name, age and 
acdiness ie a letter or on a postcard te Mastervislens Give- 
away, Saat Wie Gaur Mana, One Whitehall £6.. Hew 
York, M¥ socc,. Entries must be received by Oct, or, ee, 
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AUSSIE FANS 
COMPETED FOR 
PRIZES IW A 
COSTUME 
CONTEST AT 
THE FIRST ALL- 
STAR WARS 
COMVENTION 
STAGED BY 
AUSTRALIA'S 
STAR WALEING 
IHC. LAST 
SPRIAG. 


TOPPS GALAXY 3 
CARDS DEBUT IK 
HOVEMBER. 
“THE MOVELS™ 
SUBSET WILL 
IMELUGE THIS 
BRIAN ASHMORE 
ART IMSPIEED BY 
KATHY TYEES' 
THE PRGCE Ar 
BARURA. 





Sear Wars fans fiom Aestralia and as far away as Singapore com 
verged on the Town House Hotel im Melbounse last spring fora 
three-day Siar Moet convention staged by Star Walking tnc,, the 
fan-ren, non-profit Soar Muss Appreciation Sectely of Australia. 

The cover of Ihe convention's program featured a wrap-around 
painting af Luke on Tatooine by Australian artist Magh Fleming, a 
noted Datk Horve Comics cover artis! on Siar Mines and indiana 
Jones projects. Hugh was a quest speaker at the con, along with 
1M elfects artist Jan Berg, preseat and former Locastilme anchineets 
Helion Hall and on Biet, and Sra Maer author and collector Steve 
jansmeet, The speakers led divcussions of everything trem bebind- 
the-scenes looks at how the first films were made to fan specula- 
tion about story lines for the next trilogy. 

Films and TY programs relating to the trilogy were screened all 
three days. The first night of the con featured a sit-down dinner al 
the cantina: the second aight, fans in cottumes vied fer prizes 
(one winner claimed te be “Daryl, Mr, Vader's valet"). An art show 
and an aection of Shur Way merchandise also prowed to be pepe- 
lar. Shane Mortissey. head of Star Walking, says the group is al: 
ready talking about another commention in 1447. 
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‘STAR. WARS . 
 WIDEVISION’ - 
FINEST STEEL CARDS . : 
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CARD as LARGER [HANIACTUAL SIZE OF 2 aa" xr 5" 


- NOW AVAILABLE FOR THE FIRST TIME ANYWHERE! ! * 


' FEEL THE FORCE! _ -° 


Six, EXEITING SCENES ARE SHOLUN: : a . 
“JT, MILLENNIUM FALCON — GUNPOAT «INT, SEBEL BLOCKADE RUNNER — SUB-HALLLURY 
“EXT. GEATH STAR TRENCH 


eT, MILLENNIUM FALCON — CENTRAL POLO AREER 
«NT. MASSASS! OUTPOST — MAIN THRONE ROOM — «INT. DEATH STAR — HALLLUARMAIN FORLUAAD BAY 
. 








ou've never seen anything 

Tike this before. Topps and 
eM Lucasfilm have developed a 
“whole new way to showcase ang  @ 
preserve the experjence of * ' 
_ Sfar Wars. We've captured the 
eXcitement of Star Wars on 
i spegially produced Finest cards 
P | RUNNER ee > using the Onjginal-widevision 
photogpaphy from the movies. These cards are then 
+ mibunted on plates,pf-spedtal MillensTumloy Steel uSing an exclusive Topps pracess 
dled With clear epny hii The try othe scenes ten print onthe reverse sie 













> a. 
here is only one’ way to beeome * 
"the original owner of this First 
Edition of Topps Star Wars * 
Widevision Finest Steel Cards® ™ 
through this special factary-tireet 
offer. But he sure to get your order 
in By September 1571995. All 
| six are yours for omy $89.95 
[plus $5.95 shipping, handfing and 
Pe) .Feel The Force. Order Totay. Call -B00-TOPPS 94, ext.40 


WEEKDAYS Janta, central tine ae 
sa, RE “ss > = 
ay age a . : * wai? 





oa ce OYE! Please send me first edition sets of the Topps Star Wars Widevision Finest Steel Cards at 
| $69.95" plus $5.95 shipping, handling and insurance for cach set. Offer only available while supplies last. 


FILL OUT COUPON AND MAIL WITH PAYMENT TO: 
The Topp2 Company, Inc. = Dept. A= PO, Box 8529 = St Cloud, MM SG38-8520 , - 
r —— i] 
° ; Wavics 


.- | City Zip Code: __ 


a 


| Daytime Phome Number ( ) 


PAYMENT METHOD (check one): (J Ihave enclosed a check or money order made payable to: The Tapes Company 


PLEASE CHARGE MY CREDIT ACCOUNT: [_] Visa (Mastercard (2) Discover Card a 
Card Ha, Exp. Date 


TOR a , 


- "Pmiderme POA, Lil, MA, APY, PA, Md, ed Te peo od eerie oe Faerin of Cando, pees oti Py 1 GT, 
aetna ars dredge tl tg baste Pirepeet, Speed (Cari, rise Peng ch oer TR) i Oo IR AR Oe Daa Be RL Ore eR 


a er ee a ee -— ——- =. 


THE ES DCE OD, A HTS EEE, TG WO ATH Ae, TR 1H TOPE COMPAWE, IE WTC Ed AWE PEST Pll oS. PRE THE TOPE CCRT, IM. 
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h Tae = Force Collectibles, his 
VV - , TWAS Fae 1,0004-sq.-ft, store in El 
ort y | __ift ‘| te Cajon, that’s just what 
i SUS er casren fo | 3 Worth is doing. He has 
ll eavor ee a = items dating back to "77 
: Mite ee cB a (posters, books, greeting 
oe . : cards) and will buy old 
collections, but the em- 
phasis is on what's new, 
and only from licensees, 


"Half of what we have 
sells for less than $5," says 


Since Lance Worth saw 
Srak Maas in i977, hls life 
has never been the same. 
“| went haywire,” the z9 
year old admits, “buying 





everything.” Millions of Worth. His priciest item is 
‘fans could testify Wkewise, conventions, buying collections and run- a $500 Srax Maas swing set. 
but how many of them are ning a mail-order business im San Diego, Looking for a hard-ta- 
‘today running what is per- Worth is fulfilling an 18-year dream. "1 find Srae Waes item? Con- 
haps the only all-Sran Wars always wanted to open a chain of stores tact Worth at Star Force 
retall store in the galaxy? where fans could buy new Srae Waar stuff Collectibles, 367 M. Mag- 
After spending-five and trade with one another,” he says. nolia, El Cajan, CA gz0z0; 
Years as a dealer, working He didn't apen a chain, but at Star (éi9) 588-7697, 


| pletinntiansietoeeieeniteestententiee/ientaetentelaelaetedtedleetedtenion’ 


GALAXY GIVEAWAY 


i 
H 

| Del Rey Books is giving away 
j (2 copies of its recently pub- 
! lished The National Public Ra- 
‘igdio Dramatization of The 
Empire Strikes Sack, auta- 
graphed by the scriptwriter, 
Brian Daley. 

To enter the random drawing, pend 
your kame, age and address ina letter 
oron es postcard to Book Giveaway, Dror 
Wu Gaur Macazr, Cre Whitehall 54, 
Hew York, AY Mmao4. Entrica mupt be 


riitelerd by Get. qu, es. Winners will 
be notified Ey mail, 
L 


Del Rey Books, an official Srae Wass publisher, has a 
few upcomming titles that you'll want to put at the top of 
your readine fist. The page-tuming begins in September 
with a special trio of hardcover editions of A New Hope, 
The Bmpine Steket Bock and Return of the Jedi. Publication 
will coincide with the rerelease of the movie tology by 
Pox Video; the books’ covers feature the same art that ap- 
Pears on the video packaging, This marks the first time 
the £mpire and Jeai novels have been offered in hardcow- 
er, The sugpested retail price is $16 for each book. 

In October, Del Rey will release The Sra Wars Techrical 
Jounal, a 144-pape, $35 hardcover written by Shane John- ld 1 hy 
son, previously published in a three-issue format by Starlog. \t = Feonr ~ ms SOME ESSEH- 
Leaded with photoes, production art and six eight-page fold- \ = TIAL CHARAC- 
out blueprints (rendered by Jehnson), the book pors into ic TERS FROM 


MANGELS” KEW 
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. Details about the trilogy’s many marvelous 
eS" characters could fill a whole bonk—and that's 
- juat what Del Rey and Sas Waas aficionada 
Andy Mangels have produced with The 
Bgcential Guide to Characters, set for a 
Member pub date at $16. This volume ai | i 
ades the most comprehensive descriptions JH, m 
ofiles of every important player, not only ve i | : 
i movies but also from the novels, “as3/) || |y 
speciale and games, The 224-page a i 
pap h ack includes photoes and original line 1, i 
ma WE can ala see what each charecter F r t 
(ule 


ie 1 GIN MARCH: The fssentia! Guide fo Ney 1 lien), 
oe - = =) iy a he 
Yen “ss Vessels, a fully illustrated primer to the *. ‘ee \ i %, 
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mportant craft in the Srag Wass universe, , 
Bill Smith, an editor at West End Games, and bh A 43 
tewby Troy Vigil and D@ug Chiang. hs 

salle 





MR. SMITH 


GOES TO THE 
MALL 


He's & major comic book fan 
and a longtime 3rae Mars fiend. 
and lately he's boen hanging owt 
at a mall with Shannen Doherty, 
Meet Kevin Smith, 24, the highly 
regarded director-writer behind last 
years hip comedy Clerks and the 
upooming felines 

In an interview with SHGAs Kevin 
Fitzpatrick, Smith says the Stage Wars trilogy 
and @ steady diet of comics are what propelled 
him into filmmaking. He made Certs for $27,000 in 21 days im his 
native Mew Jersey (he hocked his comics collection and aoald his 
Car to furcd it), It went on to take in $3.1 million at the box office, 
4nd was the darling at film festivals. The so-called 
Scene” is a highlight of the black-and-white comedy, as two clerks 
debate the merits of the destruction of the second Death Star. 

Por Molinets, coming in August. he head a bigger budget (£6 mil- 
lion) as well as a bigger Snore Maas homage, this one involving the 
retuming character Silent Bob, portrayed by Smith. Bob's mission: 


Peed nT aT ed, 









"ran Waar 


Naturally, Smith had plenty te say 
about this issue's special Errpire 
theme. Here's a sample: 

SWGM: So you're a maar 

Ennpire yer. 

Sth: Eraine is hands down 
one of the fimest films ever 
made. Almost flawless, You have 
to Appreciate a movie that 
doesn't go all nice and shiny at 

the end. There are questions: it's 
not all Ged up and pat When they 
take off with Han, you don't know 
wher is pong, to happen. 

SHG: fa Clerks, whea Dante Hicks 
is faiting about Empire being obe best movie. 
Arent "5 woe 
Smith: Oh yeah, all that was me talking, 
SWGA Wher wes the Highlipip os Empire? 
Smith; Boba Fett! | love the look of Boba. As a 
character, he doesn't say much; you find out 
more about him in the old Marre] comics. 

SHG: Wis Fett pour fone charac 

Smith; He truly can't be 4 faveribe because 
you really doen't know whats going on, Han Solo 
probably would be my favorite. He's rogue, and 
a great one, 


the Jedi Mind Trick, It's actually one of several 
Grae Wass references in the new movie, which 
stars Doherty, Jeremy London, Jason Lee and 
Michael Rooker—plus surprise guest Stan Lee. 


DECIPHER'S 
CAME FLAN 


Coming from Decipher nc, this fall is the fong- 
aworled STAR WARS Customizable Card! Game. Ply 
en rmopresar te Medt and dank sides of the Force, 
battling fo decide the fore of the goloxy. The inital 
cord set will be bosed on A New Hope, dur Decister 
will cover fie entire tflogy. A spokesman for the 
Monfolk, Ma-boted company fells SWiGM phar they 
will refeose Jive exporsions before the end of next pear. 

The STAR Wars gone will contain many photos 
from aff three films, ag well os olbnew digitally created 
images. Alsistng Dechrher are the keepers of the teal 
Holocron themselves, the folks at West Ene Garves, 
whore rolenlaving gone publications are well kncwe | 
to fens. Look for an expanded report on the Decipher 
game in [sve #5, — MPCHAEL MIEAELIAN 


MEMBERS OF 
DECIPHER § 
STAR WARS 
CUSTOMIZABLE 
CARD GAME 
TEAM REVIEW 
CARD IMAGES. 
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COMINCINOCTOBER 
The HILDEBRANDTS Are Back! 


Twin brathers Greg amd Tim Hildebrandt 
helped launch the Stax Wass phenome-— 
non inig7y7 with thelr herelc painting © 
featured as amovie potter. Now — 
they're finally reunited with the trite 
gy and have illustrated anepiccover _ 
for Issue *s. Inan exclusive interview — 
and portfolio, they'll show and tell ~ 
us what they've been up to over: ef 
past iB years, And there's more to 
look forward to in the next issue: 
% “Teaser” news about the upedning, | 
‘Shadows of the Eurpire i 
_ 3 An interview with Ralph McQuarrie anda” 

hal of his Bantam book including exciting Say a 

dew ail... plesam2-page McQuariie poster ¢ fad 
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The behind: the scene story on the reaeae of the movie roy rom fx ide 17) 


a (yber Hates from a live, on-line chat scheduled witha tucasfilm stbspeon whe 
will answet questions and debunk rumars — fs 


am 


| A ope-on-one talk with sigh Mai gels Desa Men pte fu 


re 7 y 
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=" An interview with bark Bare fini F publi Mike ope ad a brant: “ae 
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The toy maker was absolutely correct in deciding that Star Waas fans are ready for 
a new line of action figures and vehicles ev Boe woons 





Fthe hundreds of Sian Mars products produced 
over the past 1B years, arguably the most endur- 
ing are the myriad action figures, vehicles and 
Playsets from Kenner Products. It was a fluke of 
sorts that brought the license to Kenner (mow part 
of the Hasbro Toy Group) in the first place—Mat- 
tel passed it up in favor of the rights to Sattlestar 
Gofoctica—and Sran Wars has been a hallmark of 
the Cincinnati-based toy maker ever since, 
Perhaps the preatest testament to Kenner's 
Place in Srae Maas merchandising history are thee 
legions of adults who, having bought the toys as 
kids when the movies were originally released, 
Sill cling to childhood memories of fitting: Luke 
inside his landspeeder and zooming around the 
house, or other playtime recollections. While the 
EVermising monetary value of a mint in mint cared 
Han Sole can send callector/investars atwitter, 
such simple pleasures of the past are incalculable. 
Just ask 29-year-old Tim Hall, He seemembers 
all too well, one day a long time age, trying to 
apply a decorative sticker to the solar panel of his 
TIE fighter, and messing it up. “The whole sticker 
was slightly askew for the life of the toy,” larnents 
Hall, who lo these years later has a very powerful 
personal interest in STAS Waes toys. He's the 
Team Leader of Kenmer’s Srag Maas design, engi- 
necring and marketing efforts. He's also “the 
source” for inside infoomation on the company's 
greatly anticipated new line af Sar Maer figures 
and vehicles, which begins shipping this sumumner 


KENMER'S LINE 
OF HIME KEW 
AND [MPROVED 
STAR WARS AC- 
TIOHW FIGURES 
FEATURES, 
FROM LEFT, A 
STORMTROOF- 
ER, DARTH 
VADER, HAM 
SOLO, LUKE 
SRTWALKER, 
CHEWEACCA, 
Rz-Dz, OFI- 
WAH KENOBI 
AHD C-zFO. 
PRINCESS LEIA 
15 SHOWN OM 
PAGE 1. 





and will be available at retailers 
nationwide by late August. 

In a move rare for close-to- 
the-vest Kenner, Hall granted 
Oran Wars GaALAyy /MAaGcaAzINe ari 
exclusive interview, during 
which he provided juicy details 
about the toys: nine characters 
(Luke, Han Solo, Princess Leia, 
Obi-Wan Kenobi, Chewbacca, 
(-3PO, R2-D2, Darth Vader 
and a stormtrooper) and four 
vehicles (Luke's X-wing, a lane. 
speeder, a TIE fighter and the 
WWifennium Falcon), 

About a year and a half ago, 
Eenner had considered simply 
rereleasing some of the original 
toys, but then figured (correctly) 
that fans wouldn't be toa excit- 
ed with renins. Then there was 
talk about making the figures in 
a size larger than the standard 
four inches, but that idea was 
nixed because they wouldn't fit 
inside the vehicles. 

“We considencd a lot of dif- 
ferent of options,” says Hall, 


“tig 


whir's 





bee th 
with Renner 
for three years and was recently 
promoted to his plumb posiuean 
after serving as product manager 
on the line. “Working closely 
will Lucesslrm, we felt we could 
give the line a whole new feel, 
staying close ta the movies but 
bringing it te life for the nineues. 

“The Bipggrest discussion we had was about the 
importance of balancing the needs of collectors 
with thase af kids.” adds Hall, citing market re- 
search that ensured $rar Wass remains popular 
among those two distinct groups of consumers. 
“We fel about to find @ strategy bo please both, 
basically by having all the authenticity and realism 
that collectors demand, plus the heroism and ex- 
citement that kids want in toys today.” 

With that dial stratepry in place, Hall's beam 
went bo work in the spring of 1994, The group 
comprised about a dozen designers and engineers 
and two marketing people. Among the key con- 
tributors were Jim Black, Kennmer’s Vice President 
of Licensing and, neatly enough, the product man- 
ager on the very first Srag Maas line, and Mark 
Boudreaux, Director of Product Concepts and De- 
sign, whe joined the company right out of colleme 
and designed the onginal Foto. 

“Another interesting thing about the core 
group,” says Hall, “is that along with the people 
with the history, we had a number of young de- 
signers who [like Hall] played with the original 
toys.” Both generations brought something to the 
table. “For example, we were talking about the 
Jiienaicn Folcor toy, Hall reports, how the ramp 
moved up and down, The people who had been 
around the first time talked about it in terms of 
what they remembered from the manufacturing 
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LEFT: THE HAW 
SOL0 FIGURE IS 
HAHE-SCULPT= 
ED IH WAL. 
FEOW, Flom 
fFFF; HAH IH 
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PAINTED FROM 
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PEOWAL. 


process, and the other designers remembered haw 
they played with the toy” 

Before delving inta design and manufacturing 
specifies, the team had te determine just how 
many toys fo inechucke in the mew line, Four vehi- 
ches sounded night, but how many action figures? 
“We worked closely with Lucasfilm to identify the 
night characters,” says Hall. “We based the num- 
ber on which were the ones collectors really had 
to have. A typical action figure line might launch 
with four or five figures, and we're going out with 
nine, So we feel pretty good mbout thast.” 

Then the designers pot to work. Although Hall 
wouldn't discuss Kenner's proprietary design 
secrets, 1s obvious that current technologies— 
especially the usc of computers—are vastly supe- 








LEIA HAS A 
MOLGED FLAS- 
THC CARE THAT 
REPLACES THE 
FABEIC ORE IA 
THE OQEIGIMAL 
VERSION, THE 
EW LIME ALSO 
FEATURES 
REMOVABLE 
WEAFOHS. 


rier to those available in 1977. “1 
can say that our technology is 
fairly state of the art,” savs Hall, 
clearly downplaying what must 
bee top-of-the-line facilities at a 
giant like Kenner, “but things 
like drawing boards never po 
oul of style.” 

So, with some combination 
of keyboards and drawing 
boards, the designers set about 
creating nine figures. For refer- 
ence, they watched all three 
movies (for the umpteenth 
time ?), pulled still images from 


—— 


the videos and pored over a vast library of Srae 
Means art Lesoks. “The key was to keep the figures 
¥ery authentic to the movies but also make them 
heroic and exciting for the kids,” Hall states. “The 
oOng@inal S748 Meas line was considered revolutian- 
ary at the time, but the aesthetics of the figures re- 
wily haven't kept wp [with thase of recent action 
figures) ower time. Soa we felt that doing them all 
new was the way to go 

“The stance is very important.” he continwes, 
“the positioning of the arms and legs and the body 
proportions, [which on the new figures are) a litthe 
beefed up, We considered several [stances] on pa 





per, and as we sc ulpted them, we had a bot of give 
2 and take. We pulled Lucasfilm in carlier than we 
normally de with a typical toy line, and got their input because they 
certainly are the experts.” 

Alter pencil sketches of the figures were approved, color render- 
ings Were produced. During that stage, costumes, hair color and 
other details were detenmined, including more authentic, removable 
wiapons, For example, the new and improved Chewie has a bow- 
caster in hte hand: Hans blaster is thwer to the one ie woes in the 
movies; the handle of Lulee's lightsaber is like the one given te him 
by Obi-Wan, which belonged to Luke's father, Anakin Skywalker; 
and the handle on Darth Vacler’s lightsaber is more accurate. The 
most evident costume change is the switch from fabric capes on 
Darth, Crbi-Wan and Princess Leia to fuller, molched vinyl capes 





AM ORIGIRAL 
©: WMG FIGHT- 
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LUEE'S OLD 
LANDSPEEDER 
WAS MODIFIED 
fiEFry. A HEW 
UHPAIMTED 
SAMPLE (CEW- 
TER) WAS 
HAWD-PAINTED 
feieer) FOR 
FINAL AP- 
PROVALS. 





Following okays of the color renderings, the designers then were ready to see the 
figures in three-dimensional form. “Onee we all agreed on the look of a figure, we 
Sculpted it in wax in actual size,” explains Hall. “When we came to apreement on that, 
we dida painted sample, We agreed on the colors and where the colors go. Ane that's 
where we worked very closely with Lucasfilm on both those steps to make sure the 
colar were just rsh.” 

From there, the manufacturing engineers took over, making sure 
the new molds were just right. The final step was to go inte produc- 
ten. Renners quality-control group keeps close tabs on the actual 
manufacturing. much of which is done overseas 


hile the new molds for the action fipures make 
them look more like the movie characters, the 
new vehicles did not require the ame attention, 
“These molds are basically the same as the origi- 
nal [anes]." says Hall, “because the originals are 
Very true to the movies. We've evolved them by 
having [ror] authentic, real-movie aesthetics ap- 
plied ta that tap-noetch tooling. We've increased 
the level of decoration on each vehicle and moved 
to what we call a more advanced level of graphics, 
the labels and stickers that go with each vehicle. 
All four vehicles are fully painted and detailed, 
and in some cases there are decals the consumer 
can apply 

“Tf you think back te the movies, the craft you 
see the Impenals in is very pristine, wery clean, 
and the Rebels’ equipment is more weathered and 
beaten. So we carried that through with our tays. 
Por instance, the Impenal TIE fighter looks ver clase to what you 
see in the movies, The color is pray-bluc, not white as im the first 
go-round. And the scolar panels have photo-etched detail in them. In 
the old days they had piant labels that you'd apply. Now the detail 
is etched into the wing itself, and it just looks beautiful.” 

Kenner took the same approach with the landspeeder. “It's 
weathered appropriately. The engine detail is exposed an one of the 
back engines, just like you sec in the movies. It still has a hovering 
assembly as it did before, although the old version actually had a 
rubber band in the mechanism to make it hover, and [the new one] 





has a different assembly to make it hover. That's a change that re- 
lates to new and different technology.” 

A technological innovation that was not available before is the 
addition of computer chips loaded with sound bites taken directly 
from the movies. Luke's X-wing fighter, which has been updated to 
include its signature five red bars on the back of the tail wing and 
musty weathering on the nose, is a pood example, says Hall. “In the 
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old days, it was a mylar clicker, 
a4omechanical sound. [t's wery 
exciting to have the real laser 
blast sounds and the real engine 
rear sounds in the mew version. 
What's meat about the X-wing is 
you press R2-D2, who's sticking 
up in the back, and the wings 
open as it mowes bo attack mode 
from cruising mode, and you 
hear the engine roar. A separate 
button res the laser sounds.” 
{Attention shappers: batteries 
are required.) 

Hall is especially excited 
about the new and Improved 


AK ORIGINAL 
MILLEN ATOM 
FALCON WAS 
REFAINTED 
(TOF LEFT) FOR 
CONCEPT AF- 
PEOVAL. A HEW 
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WEATHERING 
EFFECT. LEFT: 
Shak WARS 
TEAM MEMBERS 
TESTING THE 
FALCONS MEW 
ELECTROMICS, 


Afiennian Falcon vehicle playset, Tee equipped 
with four sounds—an alarm, the jump to light- 
speed, a fly-by and a lager cannan—each activat- 
ed by separate buttons. “Obviously the electronic 
sounds are preat, but the decoration really takes it 
to a new level. You can see the carbon scoring 
marks around the exhaust, and the deck even has 
Lager Blast holes in it,” 

What doesn't appear to have holes in it is Ken- 
ners planning. design and production of the new 
S748 Mrs line, AAG beast that seemed to be the re- 
action among scores of buyers at last February's 
Toy Fair, who left the New York City trade show 
with their S7as Wass batteries recharged, which 
translated soon after im brisk orders, Now it's up 
to the marketers in Cincinnati to lead the two- 
pronged charge: to get kids and adult collectors 
excited enough to buy the toys. Expect an all-out 
assault, including elaborate in-store displays, par- 
ticularly at giant retailers such Toys BR Us, Kmart 
and Walmart, and heavy TV advertising in the fall. 
(There @re furmors about a consumer mail-in offer 
this fall similar to the ane that introduced Boba 
Fett and Bossk figures.) 

“We feel we are making great toys for kids.” 
says Hall, stating that the line is primarily aimed at 








boys apes five to 11, “and we 
know that collectors and Srag 
Wars enthusiasts will like then. 
They're quite particular; I don't 
think they glam on te just any- 
thing. These are teys for kids, 
but we've been careful to have 
the realism and authenticity 
[that adult collectors) are going 
ta demand. So we think all Srar 
Wass fans will really enjoy 


them.” 
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Their common bond of drawing, comics and The Empire Strikes Baci 





BY KEVIN FITZPATRICR 


CMUGHL- 


UF vnerz WERE MORE HOURS IN A DAY, J. SCOTT CAMPBELL AND ALEX GARNER 


would have more tine for their passions: drawing comics and watching movies on cassette anc 





lager dise. Yet the two young artists hardly have enough time to team up on the hottest comic 





book title in the country. Still, when a couple Shae Hoel assignments came knocking an their 






busy amedio door, they were more than willing to adjust their schedules. A After all, The Eripire 





Sites Atock—this sue's special theme—just happens to be Campbell and Gamer's favorite 






movie in the Star Mars trilogy. Both drawn to the dark side elements (they are big Darth Vader 





and Bounty hunter fans), they jumped at the chance to frst illietrate our cover and later to par- 






tray Bassk fora rae Wares Galaxy Senes 3 trading card. They may not be as well known to 





long-time S748 Wears enthusiasts as Drew Sirizan (Campbell's favorite Srae Mors artist) or 






Ralph MeQuarric, but as rising stars in the comics industry, Campbell and Garner are eager to 





join the ranks of artista who have contributed their takes on a movie serves they love so much, 






a The dynamite duo of Campbell fon pencils) and Gamer (inker) exploded onto the comics 






acoene & litthe more than 4 year ago, teaming up on Gen/3, a tile created by Image Comics co- 





founder Jim Lee and his studio, Wildstonn Productions. Last year's five-issoe 






mini series, an instant sell-out, preceded an ongolng monthly launched last 






March. a The senes—which is bke A-/ern minus the anpst and soap opera 






aspects —follows a group of young people whose adventures began when 






they volunteered for a povemment science program that tured out to be a 






top-secret breeding ground for super humans. They escaped, and amid lets 






of fighting and eplash pages, the good guys ultimately won, Now the Gens 






characters live in a San Diego beach house and work for a mysterious 






fovernment agency—and play video games and go to raves. wz Living 






imitations of their art, Campbell, 22, and Gamer, 24, also happen to live 






in San Diego, play video games and work for a mysterious company. 






Typically, they toil until the wee hours and sleep past moon. After re- 





cently finishing their S7an Wars pieces amd ihe next few issues of Gerla, they packed 





a fa 


led us to this issue's cover artists, |. Scott Campbell € Alex Garner 





their 

bags for a two-week 

European trek—but they 

couldn't leave town without frst 

talking to SHG about being 
Svan ACs fms. 

“Siae Mars had the gingle 
grcatest influence om my carecr, 
which if telling stories and 
drawing fantastical characters,“ 
Campbell explains, “I puess my 
exposure to S7ag Wass at age 
five pretty much peaked my in- 
terest in the entertainment 
genre. I'm sure Stag Moors had a 
lot to do with what made me 
Want fo draw and mess arcund 
with characters. If | hadn't seen 
STA® Ware then, who knows 
what I'd be doling now? It's 
comparable to a five year old 
seeing his first basketball game 


and then wanting to become a basket- 

ball player, | may not be making movies, 

but Im doing something that definitely was influ. 
enced by Srar Mans." 

Campbell hails from Colorade, Garner from 
Texas. Besides growing up dran Mass fans and 
comics readers, they both were bitten by the 
drawing bug at an carly age, too, In fact, Camp 
bell's mam still has her son's Snr Mass drawings 
that he did 17 years ago. 

The serenchipateus circumstances that brought 
them together as an art team began falling in 
lace abouwt two years ago. Campbell was working 
in Denver as a graphic artist, whike Garner was in 
Dallas doing computer animathon, Coincidentally, 
they each saw an announcement in Jim Lee's 
MildC_4. 7s about 4 talent search for new artists. 
They sent samples of their work, and the next 
thing they knew, Lee was offering them dream-of- 
a-lifetime jobs drawing comics in sunny San 
Diego. Before lang. Lee showed them plans far 
Geld, and the nese is, as the old saying goes, his- 
tory. And, to boot, the pair became fast friencis, 

Their fates continued to cross when Campbell 
and Gamer revealed their mutual long-time Shar 
Wast admiration. but especially for The Empire 
finkes Back, “Empire may be my favorite movie of 
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all Girne,” says Garner. “1 first saw 
it when | was 10. and it immedi- 
ately struck a chord with me.” 
Not surpnsingly, Campbell is 
on the same wavelength as his 
Colleague “The majority of pec- 
Fle | ron inte tend to agree with 
me that Eripire is the beet of the 
Tan Wars movies,” he says. 
“My dad disagrees—he says it 
doesnt have a beginning or ened, 
just the middle—but to me it 
felr like the story was so ight in 
Empire. The characters were 
more developed. you pot to see 
the personalities come cut of the 
characters that were in the first 
filma. Plus, | just lowe the walker 
scene! | mean, bom, right in the 
first half-hour of the mavie 
FOU he in thus major hight scene, | 
like all the concepts in Ampire— 
the idea of Darth Vader kicking 
butt and the whole Cloud City." 
Gamer, too, la a major Vader 
fan. “To really liked Darth Vader 
in Empire,” Gamer says. “He's 
my favorite character in the 
whole trilogy. | find him fasci- 
FLARE. He looks cool, and is 






















































probably the preatest screen vil- 
lain of all time. And the big 
shocker at the end... when | 
was 10 and found out Vader 
was Luke's father, that was just 


FANS CAH 
BARELY GET 
THEIR HANDS 
OW CAMPBELLS 


the mast incredible thing.” HOT CHASE 
MGW learmed of Campbell CARD FROM 
and Garner's shared Errpire- 
TOPFS’ VAM- 


Philia about the same time we 
decided te do a 15th anniver- 
sary homage to the 
film. After they got 
the cover assipn- 
ment, the first thing 
they did was watch 
the movie again— 
for about the 50th 
time. “I paid atten- 
tion to elements | 
eould bring to the 
cover,” Campbell 
says. "1 alsa 

flipped through 

my trading cards 

and other refer- 

ence material to : 
figure out how to epitomize the movie. | wanted | 
ta de one of those movie poster-style montages 
like Drew Strazan's. 

“Darth Vader was very difficult.” he continues, 
“because the only way to draw him is full-on and 
make him book exact. All the minor things make a 
difference, because if you're slightly off, | don't 
think it looks like hin. Lande was a nice surprise 
because he came out larger than | planned... and 
still looks like Billy Dee Williams.” 

With their Srax Waaxs projects in the can, 
Campbell and Gamer are busy keeping the quality 
high on Genny, whose pood-vs-evil themes and 
characters, Gamer asserts, are similar to those in 
Srag Mians. “There is the children-parents aspect,” 
he says. “I always look at the tilogy as having a 
major underlying theme being the father-son e2- 
trangement. [ think the major correlating pattem 
between Gerla and Stag MWiaar is that you have 
kids who don't know their parents, these ‘clouded 
in mystery orphans just like Luke. They have to 
find thelr past and explore it, Ales, yeu can com- 
pare the spescial powers of the Force, which Luke 
got from [his father) Anakin, and the special pow- 
ers the Gen kids got from their parents.” 

Dan't rule out future Srae Wass work from 
Campbell and Gamer. but right new they want to 
focus on their het comics series, “I don't think I'll 
ever take our success lying down,” Garner says. 
“Tl always strive te do better, It feels great, baat it 
presents ever greater challenges ahead.” 


FIRELLA SET. 
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. never consciously set about to make stage and film work his 
eae 


BY JOHN O'MAHONY 


Mm ingtead of a srmupeling business, Three years later, 
ssa beat when, with copilot Mien Numb at his side, 
rele in Aetund of ie fedd, yet this time he tumed the 


ut. Billy Dee Williams, now 58. was the ideal actor to 
in thoée S748 Wass mowies. Not only do his peod 
suit the swashbuckling character, but Billy Dees 
(personality befits Lande's complicated life. 
ldrlem, New York, on April 6, 1997, Williams was just 
eye years Hd when he began acting on Broadway. He went on te 
study the Stanislavski “Method” of acting under Sidney Poitier ane 
Paul Mann at New York's Farmed Actor's Workshop, making his film 
debut in The Last Angry Men in 1959 and his adult recur te Broad- 
way two. years later in The Cea! Werte OF his performance, also in 
‘Bl, in Sh : Delaney's A Toste of Honey, one theater critic said he 
was “light-footed as a dancer” and “could not be more right.” 
Williams now insists that he was destined to act, though he 
Cal- 


at t was, avever ri ay tas ran in the am ne mother 


ois GWU iI Ss ECE 
BILLY DEE WILLIAMS PLAYED THE ROLE 
OF DAREDEVIL MERCENARY LANDO CALRISSIAN, 
BUT THESE DAYS HE'S MUCH MORE DOWN TO EARTH 


ART BY TERESE NIELSEN 


Rudolph Valentine, whe was best known for his 
ROM antic roles. 

“When Twas a kid, | used to make dolls and 
create My own scenes and plays for them,” 
Williams @6y. “IT liked the idea of drama and play- 
ingt characters 

“Valentina was the epitome of the romantic 
hero then,” he adds, lashing a loveable Londo- 
caque prin, “and if you're poing for that fimage}, 
YOU may a& well mo for the top of the line” 

As a teenaper, Williams recalls, he didn't 
know what to do with his life. “I knew | wanted 
toe do something creative. Like most kids, | was 
just in search of my real destiny... and it tumed 
out to be acting.” 

After hie auzpicieus intreduction to the actor's 
life, Williams’ star tumbled, Perhaps the race- 
conscious Sixties were to blame. Talking about 
the problem he had getting roles in those turbu- 
lent times, Williams describes himself then a: o 
“mongrel... always too dark fer white roles or too 
light for black parts.” 

Williams fell into a prolonged depression, 
brought on by his lack af success combined with 
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the failure of his first two marriages. [t was his 
“lowest ebb,” he says, thinking back. His rebirth 
came with the help of a “spiritual master” who in- 
troduced him to meditation and Easter mystical 
Philosophy. He consequentially formed lasting be- 
liefs that have helped him deal with the “vicissi- 
tudes of lifte"—like recently when, after playing 
Harvey Dent in the first two Batman movies, he 
last out on the role to Tommy Lee Jones in the 
new Atri Parner, 

“It turns out that if you don't have a hit 
movie... well, directors go after those [actors] 
who have hit movies or awards,” Williams says, 
shrugging. “I'm unhappy about it, but | understand 
why it happened, and there's no reason to become 
bitter about it, That's the way it is." 

By 1967 Williams had put the past behind him 
and retumed to acting, beginning with small parts 
that led to a breakthrough in 19fl with the ac- 












claimed TY movie Soan’s Seong and later Lady 
Sings the Biwes (1972) and Mahogany (1975). Billy 
Dee had achieved star and sex-symbol status by 
the time he landed the Lande rele —which, not 
surprisingly, is the ane that’s stuck with him 
langer than any other, 

He's still greeted by fans who can only Fre- 
member him as the debonair Lando Calrissian 
They still see Lando, with his purple cape fow- 
ing, alfably greeting, Han, Leia, Chewie, Threepio 
and Artos upon their arival on Bespin—only to 
later double cross them, after he was double- 
crossed by Darth Vader. That two-timing busi- 
ness, Wiliam adds with a laugh, has sometimes 
led to perception problems among fans. 

“There's always been a lot of misunderstand- 
ing about Lando’s character,” he says. “I wed to 
pick lp my daughter fram elementary school and 
Bet into arguments with litte children whe would 
accuse me of betraying Han Solo.” 

Kids haven't been his only accusers, He recalls 
being on a long plane trip and having to encure 
an angry Hight attendant who felt much the same 
about Lande as his daughter's school friends. The 
stewardess seemed to conveniently forget that in 
Jedi he piloted the Falcon into the second Death 
star and fired the blast that obliterated it—and 
the Empire's evil plot to wipe out the Rebellion. 

The enthusiasm of die-hard Srar Mars fans 
fascinates Williams. He first realized its intensity, 
he remembers, while on location in the Arizona 
desert to shoot scenes for Jeol It supposedly was 
a secret location, yet fans still tumed up, some go- 
ing #0 far as to hire planes to catch an aerial 
Blimpse of the action. 

“It's amazing that the fans often know more 
jabout the Srae Wakes movies] than the people 
who worked on them,” he remarks, “People come 
and tell me things | wasn't even aware of.” 

Over the years, Williams has remained casual 
about Sr4ae HWéaas and his involvement in the saga 
He‘s stayed away from fan gatherings, and the last 
time he sow either of the movies he appeared in 
Was 4 year agoon TY, He doesn't feed into the m- 
mor mill, which has long been abuzz over 4 pur- 
ported alternative ending to Jed? in which Landa 
dies (“I don’t know anything about that"). Nor 
does he care to talk about how he pot along with 
the other actors and the directors (“We had a very 
pleasant working relationship”). 

However, one thing clearly comes across when 
he talke about hia Srae Waar experience: He ad- 


mires George Lucas, and the two have maintained 
contact over the past decade and a half. most re- 
cently at George's birthday party last year, 

“He's created a wonderful family,” Williams 
says of Lucas. “People are devoted to him and 
he's devoted to the people who have worked with 
fur. He's one af the extraordinary people of the 


THESE DAYS, 
WILLIAMS HAS 


20th century." HIS MIND ON 
OF the three Srae Mars movies, Billy Deee's fa- PAINTING 

Worle is Tite Bripire Seether Beck. “All three worked 

beautifully, but that one had a certain flow the MORE THAN 

rest didn’t have.” ACTING, 


OF course, it's in Amypire that 
Williams had his meathest role “I 
had hoped Lando would have 
been developed more in Aefurn 
of ie Jedi, but [ think George 
was faced with trying to resolve 
this particular trilogy. It was a 
big job, and a towgh one to do.” 

For Williame’ part, playing 
Lando was tough because of his 
inability to deal with technolo- 
gy. particularly when filming 
ecenes that later had special ef- 
fects added to them. “My dilfi- 
culty wae trying to make sense 
of the dialague,” he says. “I had 
to do it piece by piece. It often 
required a few takes because 
there was a lot of blue screen 
going on. There were times 
when 7 couldn't pet the techni- 
cal lines together, | had to ask Geonee. “Please, throw the lines to 
me,” and | would repeat them. It can be exciting, but it can also be 
quite tedious.” 

When it comes to neflecting on his role as Lando—the one, he 
admits, that mace him “all my money — Williams’ take on the char- 
acter may surprise fans who aren't aware of his still-keen sense of 
defining his life by his color. 

When he first read the Empire script, Billy Dee Says, he was im- 
mediately attracted to thee character, not just because Lando was an 
attractive swashbuckler with a sense of humer, but because he was 
black. “One of the things that ran through my mind was the ques- 
tion of Black and white, ewil and good,” says Williams. “Darth Vader 
was evil and [dressed in) black—tin that cowboy sense of white and 








black hats—se | thought the intreduction of Lan- 
do, a black man on the side of goodness, clarified 
things in that area.” 

Forty-three years old when The Eripire Stites 
flock was released, Williams now lives in Los An- 
eles with his third wife, Teruko Nakagami. He 
still acts—his most recent crecits include HBO's 
Triple Cros, CBS" Foliing for Pow and quest appear- 
ances on CBS Lonesome Dove sories—but since 
1988, when he remmed ta New York for a part in 
the Broadway hit Feces, painting, another early 
passion, has become a much more important cre- 
- ative cuthet. 

“| played around with [paint- 
ing] and procrastinated for a bor 
of years, but | knew | would 
never give it up,” says William, 
who, a8 @ teenager earned a 
scholarship to the National 
Academy of Fine Arts and De- 
sign. “I need te do it naw. Ta 
me it's all a part of moving en 
and keeping my life poing.” 

Encouraged by his friend, the 
celebrated pop artigt Peter Max, 
Billy Dee has recently painted 
canvases that were bought by 
such prestigious mseunns as the 
National Portrait Gallery. 

His art, says Williams, ex- 
plores dreams and emotions— 
the mysterious currents under 
the surface of everyday life. Ed- 
ward Hopper, Frida Kahlo and primitive Mexican 
and African art are his main influences, and his 
mediums are oil, pastels and charcoal. 

It's net known yet whether Lando Calrissian 
will be featured in any of the future Srake Wass 
movies, or, if sa, whether Williams would be at all 
interested in donning Lando's purple cape once 
again. Por the time being, Billy Dee seems content 
to focus on his life as an actor and artist. It may 
not appear as exciting as guiding a starship 
throwgeh 8 Space battle, bat it’s much better suited 
te his low-tech mature. Wh 
John Ooo, on eafertaiiment wiiter for The 
New York Post, fives te Mew Fork City, 
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AMMOUNCEE: Opening credits HARRATOR: A long SCEME po-) CLOUD CITY CORRIDOR 
tire ago in a galaxy far, far away, there came a 
time of revolution, when Rebels united to chal- 
lenge a tyrannical Empire. Now, it is a dark 
time for the Rebellion, Deep inside Cloud 
City, Luke Skywalker fights a desperate 
lightsaber duel against Darth Vader, Han 
Solo, encased in a bleck of carbonite, is in 
the charge of the bounty hunter Boba Fert. 
Abd, attempting to escape to the Millennium 
Falcon, Leia, Lando, Chewbacca, See- 
Threepio and Antoo-Detoo are trapped by 

4 locked blast door, 48 lmperial sterm- 
troopers open fire on them 


SouNo: The firefight comes up MARRATOR: Their only hope lics with 
the astromech droid Artoo-Detoo, who is trying to use Cloud 
‘City's computer system to open the door. THREEPIO: Artoo, the 
Slanmtroopers are closing in on us! If you don't pet that door 

open, we're finished! ARTOO: Reese, SouMwor A hiester bolt comes 
at them, THREEPIO; Well, TRY HARDER! Lela: Lunde! Stonmtrooper 
by that doorway! LANDO: T see him, Lein— so0Ne: Lonaly fires. 
LEA: You got im! SouMa; Another incoming shot, LEA: That 
only leaves a dozen or 20... LANDO: Chewie! Watch that other 
comiden They may try to come at us from two directions at 
once! CHEWEACCA: Hoot, SOUND: More shore Ll: Threepia, 
how's Artoa doing? THREEFIO: He is attempting to counter- 
mand the secunty program now, your highness, ARTOO: ihr 
Nes THREEPIO: No, Arteo; we are NOT interested in informa: 
tion on the Millenium Folcoa's hyperspace drivel! It's been 





In February of 1983, National 
Public Radio began broadcasting 
a 10-part dramatization of The 
Empire Strikes Back. This excerpt, 
from Episode 10, revolves around 
the pivotal duel between Luke 
Skywalker and Darth Vader, and 
includes material not in, the 
movie. The entire radio play, 
written by Brian Daley, has just 
been published by Del Rey Books. 
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Production Painting, Ralph McQuarrie 


fixed. fovao: More shooting, LAMDO: Watch it! They're getting ready to fire at us! 
THREEPIO: Artoo! Just open the Blast door, you stupid lide lump! ARTOO: Beens, SOUND: 
Tie door wreontes ap. LANDO: He did it! Leia, the doors open! THREEPIG;: | never 
doubted you fora second, Artoo! Wonderful! LAN: Quick, everybody! Rum for the 
Folcoa! WEA Well be out in the open, the whole way! LAM@d: It can't be helped! 
THREEP DO: But what about Master Luke? Your higher urely... Lila: Ne, Landa'’s 
night, we have to try for the Foloor We can't do anything for Luke here! asnoo: 
Whistles, SOUND, ore Srotnig. THREEPIO: What do you mean, Artoo, you'll “cover 
Our neireat ? Youre not a combat machine! ARTOO: Peeps. SOUWO: Artoo's entin- 
gursher dort: Seiching, THREEFIO: What are you... LAMIDO: That droid’s a sawed-off 
@enius! He's laying down a smoke screen! THREEPIC: Your fire fighting acrosell 

How Go Fou think of these things, Artoo? LMA: [tf won't last bong 









7. Chewhe, mel 
moving! um for the ship! THREEPIO: And Chewbacca, please do keep in mind the 
fact that am strapped to your back! You've exhibited litth: regard for my safety, 
thus far! CHEWBACCA: (Mowing ovtl Wolliag. THREERIGS (teing bore off) Hurry, Ar 
tool Don't be left behind! Oh, if only Master Luke were here! Hurry, Artoo! 
SOUND: Anoo, going offer, sgnaing disiress, as shots rage around Aim, Fades 





SCEHE le-2 
CLOUD CITY COMTROL ROOM 
SOUNB; Mnterior, Cloud City 
contro! room comes yp. Lake's 
: aching? UGE: 
(Approaching! All 3 
er... show yourself] How 





, Wad 





bong deo | have bo lure fer 
you down here? | know 
you weren't hurt in that 
fall Souwa; Kader's 
Brecihiag, off. WAGER: (Cyt) 
As you thought: | was 
not. You were prudent, 
im mot rushing down 
headlong after me 





SOME: Moder saber acedies. WAGER: (Approaching! But caution will 
be of ne help to you now. [ve learned offer things besides caution, 
S000: Luke's blade activates. VADER: ‘You have learned wishful 
thinking. and a few partial inaights! As for your lightsaber... thene 
are many weapons available to one who TRULY commands the 
Force. LUKE: No one commands it! Noteven you! WADER: You 


think mot? Then observe that control bar... saga: The bor re 
fer ond ceaks os Voder’s Force-commands tear if loose, VADER: 
The Foree can tear it loose. The Porce allows me to use it for 
any purpose | choose—even ae a miceilel sauna: Relay breaks 
foore, Zips Dhrowgk the cir, smashing info a buikieod, LUKE: (Reacts, 
dicking ft) WAGER: T can do the same with any object in this com- 
tral room. [he you think you can evade them all? souwe: Sian- 
chioa ripping foose. WADER: That stanchion, for example? 
FOUND: Stonciion ites, Gurke's Ngiitsaber fits iL gouttering, deflect- 
ing it Stanchion clatter off te bolkhieca Liner fTrotcating tke oe. 
flection) I don't have to dodge ‘em all. I still have my 
lightsaber, WAGER: And can you parry missiles—and fight at 
the same time? SOU0wo: They crocs maios. LUKE B WAER: (Jnl. 
caning Hy) WAGER: (Can you defend yourseli—and evade that 
connecting tube? SOuNO: Power fire nips foowe, ied, fits Danke a 
Blanciag shot, bounces. LUKE: (Grocers! VADER: Or that? On 
THAT?) SOUND: Mochiney being tom loose and Aurfed af Luke by 
Voder’s will Steam fron orowen engin. Luke's saber, os Ae cleflects 
tem, LUKE: (Parving the mochinen. groggy) VADER: You see, 
Skywalker? You are helpless LUKE: feating! | thought you 
said... lightaabers. What's the matter? Lost your confidence? 
Changing the rules? VADER: “The rules” are what T ordain 
them to bel The contest may tuke any fool! Defend yourself 

if you can! SOuNe8: Another piece of machinery if Arle 
glonces off Duke and ernohes Niemi te viewport, shattering i, 
The air howl: ar Wo nshes owt the opening info Me shajt. LURE 
{Reacts fo impact! The viewport... WADER: "You see? The con- 
test may take any form. Can you stand your ground wow? 
LUKE: (indicating effen of folding Ais place) Yes... | ocan..; 
VADER: No! These winds will pull you through the viewport — 
inte the reactor shaft. But they are mothing to me! NorHina! 
And YOUR STRENGTH WILL FAIL You! LUKE: Nol VADER: Your 
willpower fails you! You condo nothing! tue: | can... cans— 
(As he's Slow ont ite shattered viewport, and falls down the 
shafi! Alb-hh! sumo: Comirol room fades, 


SCEME 10-3 Falcow COCKPIT 


FOUN Ee: Falcons inferior comes up. Sounds of engines belag 
wormed wp. THREEPIO: Oh, Artoo-Dictoo, | thought that being 
strapped to the back of that great hairy beast, Chewbacca, 
would be the end of me! amon: Tweedies. THREEMIO: He forgot 
te duck when he come up the ramp, and bumped me inte the 
hatchway! Are you CERTAIN he didn't dent my cranial housing? 
ABRTOO: Hepiies, THREEPIO: Well of conse [ve “looked better!” 
SOUND: Snail ams fine splashing aff the shia, off THREEPPO: Listen! 
The storminoopers are firing on the Foleo! IW only our deflec- 
tors will held until we can blast off] scan: Fagines rise as fhe 


hope that Acministrater Calrissian is:0s good a 
pilot as Captain Solo! amtoo: Beeps. sOuNa: The 
ship is Ait again, Palcon fades. 


ECEME so-y CLOUD CITY REACTOR SHAFT 


SouND; Clowd City reaefor shaft comes up? 


mooning of cir Mirough the shalt, membling ma- 


Chinery, turbines, distance. Vader's breathing, 
approaching, VADER: So, Skywalker: once 
again you have managed to save yourself, 
Fortunate for you that this gantry broke 
your fall LUKE: ‘There was more to it than 
luck, VaptR: Oh, yes: your agility, your 
Force training. But they can help you mo 
more, You have no room beft for retreat. 
Or do you think te battle your way past 
ME! SOUND: Voders sword ignites VADER: 
Look, there, down the reactor shaft! A 
long, long fall to Bespin. IF you're not 
sucked into an exhaust port, or killed by 
am enengy discharge! Lien: | don't plan to 
take that fall, Vader. souanp: Lubes sword 
ores. They fight Griefly, LUKE & VADER: /Iq- 
dicate the fight! VADER: You can only loge! 

It is inevitable! (With effort of shoving Luke) 
FOUR: dunke sorcuels, LUKE: /Rirancts! WA 
ER: Get to your fect. You are beaten, Sky- 
walker! LWKE: You killed Ben, and... you 
still didn’t beat him! WAGER: It is useless 

to resist! Dan't let yourself be deanreyed, 
as Obi-Wan did! tus: Don't worry —/In- 
dicating effart of rising) | woe't, (Effort of 
swinging lightsaber) souNo; They duel. 
Surning, searing sounds os Luke's blade 
aoores on Veder's one. WADER: Abshherrl 
LUKE: Hal How do you like it? The fire of 

a lightsaber blade? VADER: (Indicating ef 
Jort ofa vicious ottack) souNo: Quick, furi- 
ous exchange. Foder’s biede exgoces instnu- 
ane poo. Pause. Wane I did not wish to 
damage you, but—you leave me no alter- 
native... SUA: Another passoee-ol-arees, 
LUKE £ VADER: /frvicaring it) VADER: (Imdi- 
Coles a stesh. tebing off Luke's nvord-hond a 
the wrist) SOUND: The slash, sputtering explo- 
ste discharge of word, ate LUKE: (Screams 
ae he's siruck, frogceainag) My hand! My 
HAND... WADER: No sword! Mo swoRDHAND! 
No hope left for you, Skywalker! Surman. 
DER! LUKE: (Sobbing! No... MO... VADER: 
There is no escape! LUKE: (Moon! Yeae— 
yes there is... VADER: Luke, don't rake me 
destroy you. You do not yet realize your im- 





Falcon fifi THREERIO: Oh!) We're lifting off f simply xrew that 
Ackministrator Calrissian would get us into the air! Now, if be can 
Just elude Imperial pursuit, we may still survive! ABTOO: Aurbles. 
THREEPIC: Have you sern my other components lying about any- 
where, Artoeo? I expect you to pet me reassembled without delay! 
sounNo: Falcon shudders as she's Al, THREEPIO: Oh my! We're being 
fired upon again. (Oh, we must cacape: we simply must! Master Luke 
will be lost without us. souNo: Another volley, THREEPIO: We can only 


“ay 


portance. You have only begun to discover 
Your powers! LUKIG You might a well get it 
over with... VADER: Join me, and 0 will com- 
plete your training! With our combined 
strength, we can end this destructive conflict, 
and bring order to the galaocy! LUKE: Your kind 


of “order?” PU never join youl I'll 
die first! vapeR: If only you 
Knew the power of the dark 
side! LUE; [ve seen it! Hatred 
and fear and cruelty! WACKER: 
Obi-Wan never told you 
what happened te your fa- 
ther... LUKE: He told me 
enough! He told me you 
killed my father! VADER: 
No, Luke. I arn your father! 
LUKE: Wo. No. that's not 
true! THAT's IMPOSSIBLE! 
VADER: Search your feel- 
ings. The Force gives you 
knowledge. You know 
what | say to be true, 
LUKE: Wo, oh, no-oo!l VaAb= 

ER: Luke, you can destroy 
the Emperor. He his fore- 
seen this, It is your des- 
tiny! LURES | reject it! 1 
AEINGUNCE IT] WAGER: Join 
me, and together we con 
rule the galaxy az father 
and son! LUKE: Stay 
back... STAY BACK! WAD- 

Be: Come with me, Luke. 

Tt ja the enly way this can 
end. LUKE: There's one 
other... | can jump... 
VADER; [3 THAT the wis- 
dom of a Jedi? Luke: | 
wont be the firat ta 
di¢—to keep you fram 
winning! VADER: Luke, 
no! LUKE: I will never bet 
you win, Vader, (Falling 
of? Never... VADER: /Lin- 
der) LUKE! SOUWG: Trans- 
Hon fo waderside Clowd 
City. 


SCEME jo-§ 
CLOUD CITY EXTERIOR 


fouawo: Exterior howling 
winds, distant tornadoes, 

ete, Quiet beeping of aircraft 
worming dieit on pane, Lake's 
sliding approach, along ex. 
faust chute. DUKE: (Moning. 
reacting, as Ave approaches, 
siding)! S00N0; Eochoaret chite 
amend af Luce plummets our, 
landing on the small vane, 
POF, rotting if, vinot: (ions, 
indicating effort of catching, 
desperate effort of grabbing 
vere, Moons! SOUND; Vane rol- 
tes and clafiers as Luke fies fo 
pull Aintelf beck op, clawing af the 


exhaus! port, LUKE: (Moang, punts as he tries to haul himself back inside Cloud City, scrab- 


bling at closed exhaust port, and nearly falls) (Begins to focus breathing, comrol) Ben... 

Bon, please let me hear you. Tell me what to do, Ben! I know you couldn't help me 
against Vader, but—Ben... Ben... (Mfoans) Leia. You're my anly hope. You have to 
hear me! Leia! Leia! Leia! sowwa: Cross fade to Leia's voice. Falcon cockpit 8G. 


SCENE to-é FALCOM COCKPIT 


Soume; Palcon’s cockpit comes up, LEIA; Luke! Luxe! LAMbo: Don't worry, Chewie. 
Before those TIE fighters can close with us, we'll be in hyperspace. LELt reacting 
fo Lutes comccy) Lando! LANDO: Huh? What's wrong? Lelr It's Luce! We've pot 
to go back to Cloud City! CHEWBACCA: Groans. LAMDO: Hey! I thought we'd set- 
ted all that! Lew: {Urgent 1 know where he is Lando. He's on the underside of 

Cloud City. He was falling, but he caught hold of—something: | couldn't see 
what, LANDO: Leia, calm down... LEM: He can’t get back inside. and he can't 
hold on much longer. He needs us! LANDO: Well, what sbout all those TIE fight- 
erson our tail? Leta: Never mind the fighters! Chewie, we've got £6 do it, or 
Luke will dic! Just do it! CHEWBACCA: Fowls, LANDO: Leia, Chewie: wait! Well, 
what about Vader? He's still there you know... CHEWBACCA: Howlr roar LAM- 
BO: AU right, all right, ALL necHT, Chewiel Comin’ about! souwp: Faleon's steer. 
ing thrusters West LAMDO: | hope you know what your doing, Leia, But I doubt 
it... LOA: Lando, make your approach UNDERNEATH Cloud City! Lawpo: 
Chewie! Gimme more power to the engines; cut back on the shields. We're 
fenna howe to owtrun those fighters if we're gonna make a pickup! souam Fr- 
Blves blast, Brief transition, 


SCENE 1o-GA FALCON COCKFIT 


SOUND; Cockpit comes up again, LANDO: Okay, Leia, show me where you — 
thought, La: Look up there! Someone's hanging fram the vane! ANDO: You 
were night! LEM: It's Luke! Chewie, slow down and ease the Falcon up under — 
him! CHEWEACCA: Smears. SOUND: Thinwsters bore. Lela: Lando, open the top 
hatch! LANDO: Listen, I'll go topside through the airlock and grab him! (fd 
cater peting out of seat! (To Chewie! Chewie, gimme that comlink! When I've get 
Luke (Moving off) pet us out of here right away. Those TIEs'll be on us any sec- 
ond! s0¢Mor Falcon maneuvering slowly. easing up. LEIA: Easy, Chewie... 
good... (To Aerseif) Just hang on a few seconds more, Luke. (To comiimk) Lane 
DO, HURAY] LANDO: (Cer comlink) | havte cycle the airlock! Ula: Override the 
lock controls. LANDO: Okay. Going up now. LElA: Easy, Chewie, LANDO: Al 
most got ‘im... Ease her up, Chewie. Hold it... that's good... we're there! Got 
‘im! CHEWDACCA: Hoot Acopily. oun: aien on como! board starts Weeping. — 
LEIA; Chewie, book! Sensor alarm! The TIE fighters are almost on us! SouND: 
Intercom activates, az she contacts Lando. Lela: Lando, get “im back inside. TIE 
fighters approaching! LAMDO: (Over intercom) Okay, I've got ‘im in the airlock! eat 
Let's gol GET US OUTTA HERE! Lela: Hit it Ceewiel CHEWEACCA: Snark. souwo: 
Falcons engines how! LELA: Those fighters are practically on us. Chewic, divert st 
mere power to the shields! Lune: (O%F Groans in pois.) LEIA: Luke! LANDO: (OY) 
Leia, you'd better take him aft. (Afoving on) ve gotta give Chewie a hand, here Ri 
Lita: Oh, Luke... LUKE: (Delirious) Leia... you heard me! Vader... LANDO: (With ago 
the effort of shifting Luke's weight) Get ‘im back to a bunk in the crew quarters. 
And hang on! tla: (With the effort of shouldering Lake's weight) U1 be right back, 
Lando... (Moving off) Easy, Luke. sooo: Power door shuts. LANDO: (Approaching — 
POV) AD right. Chewie: set up the jump to lightspeed, SouWD; A cannon round 
rocks fhe ciip, TE howls post LAND: Here come the Imperiala! Wateh it! oe al wheal 
jump ready! sounw: Brief transition. sing 





SCEME 19-7 FALCON KOLB 


SOUND; Ship shudders to THEs fire. Ula: Oh, Luke, what have they done to you? — 
LURE: ... Vader... Vaper! Lela: Shh; bold still, Luke. [we pot to get an auto-towmi- ah 
quel onto your... YOUr arm... LUKE: Ben told me Vader had em.en, had Ken my fa- 
ther... #oUM0; Falcons Ait again. LEA: (Reacts) Luke, I"ve got to get back to the cock- 
pit! (Moving off) Try not to move, I'll be back as soon as [ can! s0uWwo: Brief mansition. a 







SCENE ae-8 FALCON COCKPIT Artoo, working of Threepio; fool! roises, Artoo beeping, THEEEPIO: 
Carefully, Arton; carchuly! Mow, connect the relay switch to my 
leg. ARTA: Beeps. FOUND: Throws seitch. THREEPIO: There; that's 
much better! That's ONE of my legs back in a usefu) configura- 
tion! S00Ne> Chewbacca, aff working and fooling, fonding fa de- 
Spor. THREEPIO: Do you hear that noisy brute, Artoo-Detoo? 
ARTOO: Answers. THREEPIO: What Can Chewbacca be doing? 
Why don't we just po to lightspeed? AnTOd: Chios THREEPIO: 
What do pou mean, we “cant?” How would you kmeow the hy- 
Perdrive’s been “sabotaged?” ArTOO: Beeps explanation. 
THREEEIO: The Cloud City central computer teld you? Arteo- 
Detes, how many times must [ tell you not to trust a strange 
computer? ARTOO: Objects, THREGPIG; Oh, mever mind! Just 
attach my other leg, this instant! ARTOO: Agrees. SOUND: 
Sounds of “toes endeavor, THREEPIO: Chuch! And watch what 
you're doing! yh, there's surely no hope for ua this time! No 

hope whatsoever! SouwD: Brief transition, 


S000: Door opens os Lei enters LEAS fAlporoch. 
fag! Lando, you've got to get us into hyperspace, 
or— s0uNa: Arovher volley rocks the ship. CHEW= 
BACCA: Reacts, LELA: —=or they'll blow us apart! 
LANDO: Almost ready: it took me a little fancy 
Maneuvering to get around those TIE fighters, 
but we're coming out of Bespin's gravity feld_ 
SouMe; Alonn flashing, beeping. LOLA: What's 
the alarm for? LAND: Take a look, right out 
there... LELA: Imperial Star Destroyer. Only... 
its... LANDO: Yeah. Bigoest ship | ever saw: 
mat be three times the size of Cloud City. 
SounD: TEs swoop by, firing. LAMDO: And the 
TIE fighters're still with wal Awright, Chewie: 
Bet set to po te Gphispeed! fouao: Switches 
| Being thrown, ete, LEIA: Assuming your pro- 
yey spel ahd enter dey tes emg SCEME 18-11 FALCON COCKPIT 
Den't worry, | gave THAT order myselfl 
LEA: Well, all the coordinates are act. [t's 
now oF never, LANDO: Now sounds prefer- 
able! Okay, Chewiel PurecH ml soup: Ay: 
perdrive revs and coughs out once again, 
LAMDOG; Oh no... LEA: Not again,. | 
should've known... CHEWBACCA: Hoojs, 
LaMBO: They said they fixed itl They were 
 SUPPOSEDTA fix itt Hey e'men Chewiel Leia! 
T's not my fault! LA: Where've | heard 
THAT before? Chewie, what're you doing? 
arth Where're you going? CHEWBACCA: Corping, 


LAHDO: Leia, get Chewie on the comlink. They're ponna nail 
us any aocond. LEA: He's on. LANIDO: (To intercom! Chewie, 
how's it goin” back there? souk Door whoosher open, ELA: 
Luke! uke: fApprocching! I'm all right, Leia. Leta: I told 
you to stay in the bunk... Luk: Wirere’s his ship? Yeah: | 
see. He's there. LAMDO: The Star Destroyer? LUKE: Vader. 
It's Vader. VADER: (Disembogied. Only Lake hoors! Luke! It ls 
your destiny! Luke: No, it's mot! (Saher) Why didn't you 
TELL me, Ben? Why? LANmO: “Ben?” (To Leja) What's he 
talking about? Lela; Luke! You... you should be resting. 
LAKDO: No point worrying about that now. Everybody: grab 
held! The Imperiais're boxing us in) souwe: Falcon's engine 


LAND: He's he 
eile iS fra I've et ara laa Hiest, LANG: (To intercom) Come on, Chewie!l Get the hy- 
— nightie ‘Sif cur tall GAs That Star De- perdrive working or we've had it! SOuwo: Brief iransifion. 
© stroyer's closing on Us... LANOO: And you SCEME jo-12 FALCON MIDSHIPS 





es know who's gotta be in it, don't you? Uoha: 
We can't let him catch us, Lando! I'm not 
sure what Luke is talking about, but he 
ig keeps mentioning Vader's name, over and 
ae over. SOUND: Ship jolts to blaster canmon. 

Penn aaa evade ‘en T n forever... SOUND: 


SOU: Chewie onl working, and maeoring in Wookier, off Ar 
foo fonck, THREEPIC: Artoo, will you please pay attention 
to what you're doing? Ch, my leg! ARTOO: Sienols, soo: 
Torch shure off Arfoo drops same, with a clark. ARTOOs 
(Moves of? Geeping, THREEPIG: Arteo, come back bere! Pick 
up that teoll YOu STILL HAVE TO REATTACH MY OTHER Leo! 
ARTO: (O/f) Halloes, SOUND: sirfoo goes fo work on cincuitry 
saligl hag een SPSS FS PPE oe DS Sor ioe ea cpeeae ee ofthe Falcon, THREEPIO: Get away from that control wiring! 
take us alive, ugia:We can't let them take === You'll amily burn yourself out again! You don’t know how to 













Seen = Falcon a Es for a BARTHES fee ear ‘repair the Fafcon’s hyperdrive! ARTOO: Thinks he does. 
fe li ag Lake" sake. 00D: Artoo working. commecting. wider next. THREEPIO: Oh 
‘ci CAN'T rans Hs  noyou pot! Chewbacca, perhaps, but net you! And in the 


meantime, I'm standing | here, tottering. in pieces, and you're 
having delusions of grandeur! (Pause) What... ARTOO: Tri- 
umpkant yoode, THREEPIO! Artoo, what are you SOUND: 


_—s 
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The original novels... 
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hte The Enprine Serikes Sock, an expansion of the fanciful coamos im: pPPOsITE: A F ———— = == 
troduced in Sraw Maes, provided comics iMustraters with a truly PAGE FROM COUmMmICScAr 
memormible challenpe. Although mast of the artists were old hands at . , 
futuristic heroic fantssy—Marvel's villainows Doctor Doorn and Darth WILLIAMSON § I 
Vader might have been cloned from the same bio-metallic pene pool EMPIRE ADAF- 
“Empire boasted an elaborate, totally fictional universe of costumed TaTjOM, BIGHT: 
characters, exotic environments, envelope-pushing technology and 
the most outrageous assemblage of aliens ever seen on the screen 

“It was a tough job, really awetome,” recalls veteran illustrator RENDERED STAR 
Carmine Infantino, who frst rendered the adventures of Luke and his PART AMD FA- 
fellow Rebels in the original Marvel Comics adaptation, edited by pypr comics. 
Archie Goodwin. “Everything had to be very precise, to match 
George Lucas’ vision.” : BELOW: ONE OF 

A particular artistic challenge was matching the likenesses of the DORMAN'S 
actors to their characters. Although Mark Hamill, Carrie Fisher and MAWY DARK 
Harrison Ford could be creatively interpreted for the line-art form, HORSE COVERS. 
their specific screen personas had to remain intact. Leia, for instance, 
had to be depicted as a princess-turnned-freedom fighter, not an Ama- 
Zon warner poddess. And getting the Wooklee Chewbacca to book 
ike something other than Lon Chaney Jr.'s characterization of Wolf- 
man was a daunting assignment. 

But all those obstacles were efficiently dealt with, and by the 
time The Empire Sinker Back entored ita preproduction stages in the 
late seventies, comics, fantasy Ubustraters had mastered, for exam- 
ple, Han Solo’s cocky grin and Threepio’s patented look of quizzical 
hysteria, With Eripine, though, they'd aleo have intergalactic bounty 
hunters, Imperial walkers and a gmomish Jedi Master named Yoda 
with which te contend. 

“Empire was my faverite of the three Stan Mars films, without 
question,” opines Al Williamsen, one of the most respected names 
in comics Wlustration. Williamson had worked on the classic EC 
Science fiction stories of the 195038 and was also 4 veteran of 
ongoing Flash Gordon connie strips: his Alex Raymond-influenced 
style was a perfect match for what Lucas was trying to achleve on 
atreén. In addition to illustrating the syndicated Sraz Wass news: 
Paper strip, Williamson was selected to helm Marvel's official 
comic book adaptation of Empire, the most eagerly awaibed 
sequel in flm history. 

“What ll didn't have, at least in the beginning, was good refer- 
ence on Yoda,” says Williamson, who more recently illustrated 
two cards in Topps’ Sran Maas Galaxy Series 1. "I knew what 
his face and general body shape looked like, but | mever saw 
him alongside another human being, to properly judge scale. 
Aa a result, the Yoda you see in my [Marvel] adaptation looks 
ike a miniaturized version of hirnaelf 

“The film itself is so darned good,” Williamson continues. “In is so 
well-paced, so well-dinected, and the humanity part—the develop- 
ment of the characters—really takes it to a whole new level, It's fun- 
ny... because I did the adaptation. | had read the screenplay and 


knew everything that was going to happen [in the movie], But even Star Wars comics artists talk 


though | knew in advance that Darth Vader was Luke's father, it atill 


Cane 45 & Surprise to me, because the suspense and build-up were so about the unig ue creative 
effectively handled.” 2 
thrills and challenges 
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Carmine Infantina echoes 
Williamson's admiration for 
Empire. “l enjoyed the film very 
much, he says. “It was very 
provocative. It proved right 
there that the new special cf- 
fects technology was going ta 
work wonders for the film busi- 
ness, which it has, of course. 
We're seeing all the fruits of it 
today, with all the new science 
fiction films they're doing 

“TL loved Yoda,” the artist 
adds, “But, in a sense, all of the 
characters were my favorites, 
Each one had something special. 
Lucas knew exactly what he was 
going for, and fee made sure we 
adhered to every litthe detail.” 

The celebrated painter Dave 
Dorman, whose luminous cav- 
ers have helped make Dark 
Harse Comics’ line of Sraa 
MWaas-inspired comics so popu. 
lar, feels that texturally Eeroire 
has the most INDETESHNG material 
of the three movies in the trla- 
ay. “There was a richness to the 
cinematography, it was colorful 
and crisp,” he states. “And the 
psychological effect was over- 
powering. going from the bright 
white of the Hoth sequences 
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to the darkness of inner asteroids, It was all very well thought out, 

“Empire ig exactly what the filmmakers had in mind: the middle 
act ofa larger story, or am esciting chapter in @ mertal that heaves yon 
hanging. The bottom line is, does it work? It does for me. The Em- 
pire Sietkes Bock is as fun to watch mow as it ever was." 

Working on a parallel course with Dorman if Cam Kennedy, an 
equally applauded interior artist on many of Dark Horse's Srar 
Maer tithes, "When | first caw Smpire, | was still impressed with the 
first movie,” recalls Kennedy. “It amazed me that people were tak- 
ing such love and care te produce [creatures and monsters] that 
looked as Wf they could actually exist—no aliens with zippers up 

their backs, like in the old freaders From Moetype movies. With 
Emaire, there seemed to be a lot of experimenting going on... 
special effects had taken one giant leap, or perhaps several leaps 
ahead, since the first film. Yoda's a good example of that. He 

spoiks back-to-front,,.. which takes a bit af petting used to.” 

All the regular Srar Maes comics artists agree that George 
Lucas introduced comic book style imagery to the movie 
screen, and that it’s their job to recreate and expand the con- 
cept in the comics medium. “Its kind of like coming full circle,” 
offers Hugh Fleming, who, like Dorman, paints breathtaking 
covers for Dark Horse's lime, “Stax Maes characters and crea- 
tures are ideally suited to comics ilbustrathon. George Lucas 

created this vast, incredible universe where anything can 
happen, &mpine pushed the special effects envelope even 
further. We keep calling upon our talents and imaginations 


to Lop our previous efforts.” 
Yes, it was a drain.” concludes Infantine. “But you felt you were 
accomplishing something when you were finished. Ampire made you 


Stretch —which is always @ood,” Why 





THEY’RE TAKING BACK THE GALAKY 
ONE PLANET AT A TIME! 


REV ENS= 


Onyviny udyailiy 35 
bay Hs) UNd 4 jel Me 





“TP SEEN A LOT OF 
COMBAT LATELY 
THESE WERE Busy 
TIMES Fee A 
FRINGE - SECTOR 
REBEL.THE EMPIRE 
WAS POURING ITCH. 
TP SEEM ALOT OF 
SOLPIBRS, TOG, 


= HE CAME Whe 
GEARING OVER Te 
My TABLE AMC 
PLOPPEP HIMSELF 
POSWH. LOCKEP LIKE 
HE? BEE WA One 


OTHER...¥ET THE auy 
HAP THE A777 ees, 


= FP RNEw THE BLATT = 
| ee 


SHoLK AME THE HUN — 
PREP-METER STARE A> 
WELL AS THE MEST &RUAT 
.._BUT DP AEVER SEEN 
ANYTHING WKE THIS 
CHARACTER, 


HOW ScEs 
THE FEBELLICN, 
CORPORAL--?F 


Story - Bruce Jones 
- Bret Blevins 
Letters - Michael Taylor 
Colors - Pamela Mamba 


Edits - Peet Janes 


Lousy, iF WE Porn't 
BT & RESERVE FORCE oF 
AT LEAST TWENTY ABLE 
FIGHTERS IN HERE TOPAY, 

WE'RE ABOUT SLIME... 


RELAY SOLPIER, 
LET ME BUY rou 
_ A PRIME 





WHOA * WHAT THAT, GC RPCRAL . =- &S Ala a — = on YEAH WELL, 
IMPERIAL GUAR 7 Se TAG WE EBS [MP LAL = — , | HEITHER. HAP I .ITS 
MiP you WIPE : Pars «4 OFFICER. trig rte FELAS., 1 CM & TINY LITTLE 
CUT T? EARN : —— SOLPIER... | FLANETSOIF 
THAT €£TACH F 7 TS * fey SOMEWHERE HORODY 

: | : EVE HARP OF, 


IA WHAT Yoru 
MIGHT CALL A SOL PIER 


Wise : OF FORTUNE, FHLIK—— 
& rat PE Pays TH 
OO wtterrrrecey | T é EF 
ea r od 


cers 


Na 


4 


“YOU KNOW THE EMPIRE -- yoru E 
HEVER GET THE STRAIGHT STORY... 
IOWA TOL? THEI, IMTEREST im 
THAT PUSTHEAP HAP SOMETHING 
A PO WITH AN CRE TRAPPE 

| ACREEMEAT WITH THE LOCAL 
HUMAN CIOS. oo AY Ay, THEY 


GAVE MEA SHOT AT A Son 
PECAUGE--* 


‘ - THE ee en ; HEEE ARE YCurR ences 
! : | #& POSSIER ON FLAG THEM CAREPLL Ly. 
--YCUR PORRIER FEFICTS —“ THE EMPIEE . HAVE Te? GET BACK TO THE 
YOU. A LONE eave. i HAG A PeSSIER ON : a SH)P--THERES A aes fA 
CEPINARILY THE EMPIRE WON'T | & PREE LANCER ad : To PUT 
TCOLEFATE THAT. BLIT FOR THIS LIKE ME 


ACON-<F ; a= 
SuTY YOU Mayr Ene Sek, a OM-- ONE THING. STAY 
PILL. Gu had TH = a ta tae or faa et! 
j YOURE STATION AT Nien? 
EVER? 

































WHY [& THAT, ) 
LIEUTENANMT--? J 


CH WELL=-- 
HINT? CREPITS For 
TWe WEER'S WORE, ANP 
ALL TE Gotta Poe tS sIT 
AEF OUMP. WATCH THE 
CCERARLANP KEEP THE 
S)GAAL LIT.* 


Ai? PICTURES... 
SOL PIERS SUA Ly 
PLASTER A PLACE WK 
THIS WITH GIRLY ART... 
ALIEN OF Apa Aene 


JUST REAP THE 
i PRPERS. YOURE 

HOT PAIP To ASK, 
GWESTICNS. Yeur, 
FELIEP WILL BE 







=| al 


ii 








| “put AFTER. EXPLESS -- y WOW... LOOKS LIKE 


r 7 Py THE REMNANTS OF , Pee ic 
THOSE WAVES FLOPPING |) PA Some ancient WORK. SUMEBOPY 
IX ALL PASS, (TT eet . pai E " | HAP AN EYE FOR 


PRETTY MONCTONCUS...” [> = at =| je THE LAPIES. .. 








ORPEERS 
PenrT SA" I 
CANT EXPLORE 
THE AREA IM THE 

PAY LIGHT. 





= i 
| “Ai AND FO@ FELL | | “2 GOT BORE CF SApaAcc shot | wither at- -F 
| LIKE A CURTAIN OM THAT | SOLITAIRE AMD TURNED IM | 
| LITTLE PLANETOIP...” EARLY THAT FIRST NIGHT... | he 


I HAG 
ViICion 
hi 


STAN G.! 
A FEMALE.” 


ARE Yeu, 


e | BE PRR ING SWEETHEART, 
uu, | ou BE! HCL EF AGAINGT 
EAUTIFUL=-7 ORPERS... 


THIS ISIPIeTIC’ * 
SHE'S FREEZING.’ 
SHE - - ; 


LOCKER THEY FUT 5 

A MAGHETIC TIME 
Leck CW THE 

BLASTEP THING 





SORRY SVALETHEART@- Ned yng “T HAP SOME BREAKFAST 
THOSE IMPERIAL JERES AT THE GLASS. = ANP WENT EXPLOFING 
LOCKED ME IM," UR t+ RS FRO AGAIN, ..WATURALLY THE 


HEF...” | POOR CFPENEP FINE Nevw...* 


POn'T CRY BABY? 
STANG? THIS 
CRIMINAL 


MPRHING! * 
SHE...SHE'S 
Cal Ni EB...» 


IT’S Ora 
r WON'T HUET 
¥o 


| HERE _ ME THEY'RE RUNNING! YE 
DN eReOND Mao J ) il scarce to veatn? 


A RAET 


Ay, eel ROLLING 


KT THE LitHT= 
HOUSE BEFORE IT 
Teer THIEK Te SBE... 





"HIGHT AMG Foes 
HAC BARELY 
FALLEM, WHEN...” 


*GUPCENLY, A SHIP'S 
THRUGTERS CUT THE 
ALGHT... 


THERE THEY 

20% RACING 
Pawns To 
REET iT." 


ooiM PAT. . THe 
LOCK LIKE (ete 
WHIFORMS.* 


WELLYFIGH GOVE 
IT’S A PEMAL 
COLONY” 


BY RELIEP 
ALFBADRY.* 


HEY... 

THOSE AREN'T 
IMPBRLAL 
UNIFORM. 
OM THOSE 


WHAT TH==.F 
T- THEYRE HT 
GIRLS AT ALL. 


Bie! Ate 
dal? Ae 
AeA Ae 




























“THE HEXT BRIGHT MORHING., 
LY¥WENT BACK Te THE RUINS 
TO SEE WHAT T COULP Pi UP 
ABCUT THE HISTORY CF 
THESE CREATURES. ..~ 


tM JUST A GLOFIFIEr 
IMPERIAL PENAL COLONY.” 
UST BE SOMETHING IM 
THE Fie THAT FOULS LAMP 
IH SENS ORS--THAT'S WH 
THEY LSE THE LIGHTHOUSE 
BEACON.” 


--HEY.. .Fod SF 
GPMING I 
; AGA... 


aoy ret 


“I BARELY MADE IT THROUGH THE 


THE SUNLIGHT” STEEL POCR IM TIME... 


IT FREEZES 
THAT GELATIN 
TISSUE SOLIP.* 







& MLGHTMARLE.. .. 
THIS 16 & LIVING 
: th (i@HT MARE“ 


PAL THIS 
I> THe 
WORST on 


“BUT LATE. ..WHEN THE Foe 
CLEARER, ..THE SUM SHINING 
BRIGHTLY Ac AI. --™ 


HEY.” 
A SCL BR 
MY RELIGF 





Neots 2% WWRLE IM THAT SAM 


IM CORPORAL... 
BAF, GOT AY THR 
COOLT? PRINE, 
EVER GARVE ? ITS A Lec 






oe A A PSCRLIT 


: 3 = at 
ey THE RELIEF At oe 
eaARVE ah SHIP POESN'T 
- re | rig kh 
= | A HOUR. 





".e-cir you s-say 
CWE ALARE. Wa } 
ae B-BARA--#? 


STAMG! WHAT 
HAPPENMEP--?* 


dank POOR PANPO. 
> His LINIFORM 
ar PROTE CTE 


AND YOU LASTEP uM 
THE RELIEF SHIP CA 


GAHMmeRoOOom 





| 
} q 


GAMA £. 


ii! E's an ongoing debate: Which of the three 
S7rae baas movies ls the best? Many argue for the 
first one, A Mew Hope, 29 it's now known. After all, 
it is the original and introduced us ta the charac- 
ters and conflicts between the Rebel Alliance and 
the Empire, Others swear by the third film, Meturt 
of the Jedi, with the Ewoks adding just the right 
combinathon of drama and comedy to boost it to 
the top. Although it's a tough call, I'm partial to 
the second in the trilogy, ie Emyre Sirikes Back. 

In Empire, we gain much more insight into the 
characters—for example, Luke's struggle with the 
dark side inside himself and Darth Vader's true 
identity, We meet several new characters who be- 
come critical to the survival of the Rebel Alliance: 
Jedi Master Yoda and Lando Calrissian, And 
we're transported te mysterious places such as 
Dapobah and Bespin, In the end, we're mot too 
sure as to the fate of the galaxy: Han, frozen in 
carbonite, is being delivered by Boba Fett to Jab- 
ba the Hutt, while Luke, having had his severed 
hand replaced by a mechanical one, wonders how 
different are he and his father from each other. 

There's one other reason why | particularly 
like The Empire Stokes Bock. Its memorable scenes, 
characters and action are the foundation for sever- 
al award-winning video and computer games 

The most direct translation of Empire into in- 
teractive entertainment is in the video game Super 
Empire Stnikes Back for the Super Nintendo Enter: 
tainment System and Game Hay. lin Super Empire, 
the battle between Luke Skywalker and the evil 
Empire continues as Luke leams the ways of the 
Force from Yoda and directly confronts Darth 
Vader. The game features more than 20 levels, 
: z each packed 





zt with a eambi- 
nation of familiar and never-before-seen aliens, 
enemies, bass monsters and locations. 

Super Empire closely follows the plot of the 
movie. Players control Luke Skywalker, Han Solo 
and Chewbacca, in tum, as they make their way 
through the game's adventure. As Luke, players 
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Video and 
computer 
adaptations of 
The Empire 
Strikes Back /et 
players star 
in the movie’s 
greatest scenes 
BY SUE BERKEY 
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must survive with the tauntaun against horrible Hoth ice creatures, 
undergo rigorous Jedi training with Yoda on Duageobah to leam the 
ways of the Force and rescuc Han, Leia, R2-D2 and C-3PO from the 
clutches of Darth Vader. As Han, players defend the Rebel base on 
Hoth against an onslaught of Imperial troops and pilot the Afillenni- 
am Folcor through a 3-D asteroid storm while chasing TIE fighters 
in deep space. And as does the super strong Wookiee Chewbacca, 
players battle dozens of heavily armed bounty hunters in the Cloud 
City on Bespin. 

“There's conflict and action in Empire that we knew would help 
draw players into a game based on the movie,” says Super Empire 
producer Kalani Streicher, “Memorable scenes like Luke on the 
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tauntaun, battling the Iniperial walkers and train- 
ing with Woda translated inte great game play, For 
instance, Luke can use the assorted Force powers 
he acquires in the level on Dagobah te affect 
things through the reat of the game." 

Super Empire alsa introduced several innova- 
tions to Super Nintende technology. The pame ex- 
panded the current capabilities of Mode T—a 
technology that allows players to 200m over land- 
scape/es in first-person perspective—by featuring 
high-speed fying sequences over mountainous 
terrain. In those scenes, careful navigathon is re- 
quired to avoid crashing inte hills and valleys 
while pursuing Imperial walkers in the 
snowspecder on Hoth. Previously, Made 7 was 
limited to travel over flat surfaces, Playing per- 
spectives altemate betwecn thrilling Mode 7 flight 
acquences and sideways scrolling. Three depths of 
Playing fields create an interactive 3-D universe 


FROM SUPER 
EMPIRE, CLOCK 
WISE FROM 
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COLLECTS 
FORCE POWEES 
OH DAGOEAH; 
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WLTIMATE BOSS: 
TRIFFING UF A 
WALKER; HAH 
TARES OW A 
TERO-6 STORM- 
TROOPER; THE 
APPROACH TO 
CLOUD CITY. 


that is browght to life with digitized speech, movie 
sound effects and John Williars' original music. 
More than any other tithe in the Srae Wass oil- 
ogy of Super Nintends games, Super Ernpire fea- 
tures an array of stormtroapers and bounty 
hunters—some from the movie and others in- 
vented for the game—all with special weapons 
and abilities designed to make them deadly oppo- 
nents. On Hoth, a variety of Imperial troops are 
activated to destroy the Rebel base, They include 
snowtroopers, the perfect fighting force for the 
icy planet: Grenadier troopers, who are protected 
by large alloy shields and toss small plasma 
prenades; Laser Cannon Gunners, who fire heat- 
sncking missiles; Air Assault troopers, alsa known 
4S airtroopers, who use jet packs and ion guns in 
a deadly combination and lend support te the Iim- 
perial AT-ATs: and 2ero-G stanmtroopers, who 
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are encased inside powerful assault armor and 
equipped with a jet pack and ion cannons, 

As in the film. Super Empire culminates in 
Cloud City with a lightsaber dual between Luke 
and Darth, To reach that climax in the game, play- 
ers first must face an onslaught of bounty hunters. 
Dengar, armed with a fame staff, can spin it ms an 
effective shield and thrust outward for a deadly 
long-range attack. [G-88, a fierce and independent 
droid well-suited for the role of an SSS8S51n, USes A 
twin freeze-wave nfle on his prey. Boask, a lizard- 
like alien known for ite hatred of the peaceful 
Weookiees, hurls a lethal plasma disk. ®uckuss, a 
tireless tracker, will brave any environment or ter- 
rain im pursuit of his quarry. 4-LOM, who usually 
teams up with #uckuss, uses an ion launcher that 
disperses deadly charges over its target. Finally, 
the infamous Boba Fett employs an array of 
weapons against his victims, including an ion rifle, 
a freeze-wave blaster and a missile launcher, 

Although Super Empire is the 
most direct interpretation of its 
namesake movie, other pames 
alsa bring the film te gaming life. 
A striking example is the CD- 
ROM computer game, Rebel As- 
sault. It follows the adventures of 
a Young, hoatshat Rebel pilot, 
Rookie One, as he undergoes 
flight training and engages in 
battle against the Empire. The 
player controls Rookie Ome in 
14 different levels—from the 
canyons of Tatooine to the 
Death Star trench. 

In one of Rebel Assault's 
most exciting levels, Rookie 
One, charged with protecting 
the Rebel base on Hoth, straps 
into a snowspeeder and heads 
inte the tundra. There he comes 
face bo face with several tower- 
ing Imperial walkers. Piloting 
agility and careful aim are the 
keys to survival as Rookie One 
weaves around the walkers and 
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through their legs while blasting 
them into submission. 

"In Rebel Assault, we really 
wanted to give the player the 
chance to experience things 
from the movie first person,” 
says Vinee Lee, the pame'’s pro- 
ject leader, “The walkers are 
probably the biggest enemy 
fram fhe Boapire Strikes flack, 
and now the player gets to see 
them up close. This is the first 
tine you pet to sec what the bel- 
ly of one looks like, or to See its 
head inches from your wind- 
shield. 
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“Chur Bamies leave the player wanting more—whether that’s the 
next level or the next pame,” continues Lee. "That" similar to what 
Empire did, The fate of Luke, Han and Leia, as well as the galaxy, is 
somewhat in question when the movie is over. That's why The Em- 
pire Strikes Back ts such a natural for interpretation in games.” 


Sue Berkey iso freelance entertaianeat writer based in Colifarnic. 
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tm In the days when George Lucas" Industrial 
Light & Magic was gearing up to make movie 
history with Jvae Maes, PX artists were at a cross- 
roads between the promise of computer-con- 
trelled effects and the industrial realities of the 
photachemical world of cameras, celluloid film 
and optical printers. The early genius behind 
ILM's effects wizardry in those pre-digital days 
was the ability to bend Machine Age hardware to 
serve the emerging: computer technologies. Such a 
Piece of breakthrough equipment was the Dyk- 
Straflex. (named for photepraphic effects supervi- 
sor John Dykstra). a mothon-contral track camera 
used for the miniatures photography in Sra Wars. 
One of the architects of the ILM revolution 
was Richard Edlund, a firet cameraman on 3rar 
Mars and visual effects supervisor on The Empire 
Stites Bock and Rewer of the Jeol (along with Brian 
Johnson and Dennis Muren‘EKen Ralston respirc- 
tively). Edlund, who would eventually leave ILM 
to fonm Boss Film Studios, his own FX shop, re- 
Tins & renaissance man adept at designing and 
building filmmaking hardware, composing a shot 
and programming a motion-controal camera pasa 
or spearheading «a production effort. Unlike the 
techno-nerd stereotype, Edlund brings an artistic 
aesthetic to complement his technical expertise. 
One of Edlund'’s creative influences was a 
youthiil sojourn in Japan, where he was stationed 
during @ stint as a naval photographer in 1959. 
During a three-year stay, he soaked up the lan- 
guage, literature and culture of that exotic coun- 


try. He was particularly drawn toa the powerful 
graphic images of the Japanese woodblock prints, 
especially the work of Tsukioka Yoshitoshi, 

One of Edlund's major tasks on Star Mars was 
to tum @ S0,000-square-foot industrial warchouse 
in Van Nuys, California, into a fully functioning ef- 
fects studio. The apace would ultimately be 
equipped with the newly acquired, once-discarded 
cameras and printers of the VistaVision format, a 
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FX wizard 
Richard Edlund 
recalls the 
extraordinary 
challenges he 
and his ILM 
crew met on 
The Empire 
Strikes Back 


BY MARK COTTA VAZ 





fiftics-era wide-screen process 
(fee SHG #7) With the fonmat, 
Lucas would be able to create 
complex optical photography 
compogites with a less apprecia- 
ble loss in image resolution, 

Edlund and others of that 
seminal S74an Wars team ex. 
Plored the back lots and ware- 
houses of Hollywood for the 
ance-failed technological hard- 
ware. Their treasune hunt would 
uncover the Andersan optical 
printer (which served ILM in 
good stead until its decorm:«is- 
sian in 1983). a VistaVision 
camera capable of running at 
100 frames-per-second (fpe) and 
an #-perl, 35 mm Technirama 
camera purchased fram Techni- 
color for a mere $1,000, 














“For S748 Waas we were able to get cheap equipment,” Edlund 
recalls. “The beauty of Vista Vision for model photography was that 
because the film was sideways [unlike the vertical direction in which 
flr would normally run through cameras and projectors], the cam- 
era had a very small vertical profile, so you could pet closer to sur- 
faces. It worked as a good format for model photography. We also 
had soo many shots and so litth: tine that we went with small mod- 
els; the X-wings were less than 18 inches, for example. It meant we 
had te shoot at very small apertures to hold depth of feel.” 

The phenomenal success of the Star Wars meant that Lucas’ 
dreams of subsequent chapters in the saga would not only be ex- 
pected, but virtually demanded by Twentieth Century-Fox and fans 
worldwide. The new filma couldn't 
be mere sequels, either, but 
threads interwoven into the tapes- 
try of an emerging. mythic stery 
line. While Stara Wars had broken 
new pround in miniature photog- 
raphy, creating both an llusion of 
size (such as the opening shot of 








the Star Destroyer) and speed (particularly in the 
xX-wing and TIE fighter dogfights), the optical 
composites far The Lemoine Sirtkes Sack would re- 
quire a higher level of complexity. 

Unfortunately, the LOO-(ps VistaVision camera 
that had served Edlund on S749 Wass was lost for 
Empire. Apparently, it was wrecked by a careless 
technician who had nat properly oiled the hand- 
machined camer movement (that includes such 


Components as the aperture, film gate and repis- 
tration pin) through which film both runs and is 
positioned for each exposure 
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But J still say Empire was the p 


“Someone blew the movement, so there was no high-speed cam- 
era for Erepire,” Edlund says. “The Sras Wares equipment had been 
pretty moedimentary—we had rotoscope camers, but no animation 
stands, for example, There also were ne VistaVision cameras im the 
world that would run at the speeds we needed, so we had to build a 
high-speed, 100-fps camera and a 24-/ps camera for the background 
plate photography. 

“Empire was a big opportunity to rebuild the photographic 
process to contend with more difficult matting challenges. A good 
example was the Batthe of Hoth. Instead of ships against black star 
fields, we had ta put gray-white ships against white backgrounds, 
which required swhtle, soft-edge traveling mates.” 

Net only did [LM's work on 2pire require a new camera and 
optical compositing system, but the two-year production occurred 
in the midst of the company's relocation frarn southem Califomia to 
new digs upstate in the Marin County town of San Rafael The move 
was the first step in Lucas’ dream of creating a filmmaking commu- 
nity geographically and spiritually removed from Hollywood. It 
meant, though, that once again Edlund hed to remodel empty ware- 
house space and fill it with the requisite tools of the FX trade, while 
also supervising the visual effects and coordinating the design and 





EDLUND fLEFT), 
STEWE GAWLEY 


building of what would become 
known as the Empire Camera 








a beauty to it.” 


before, But unlike the big, bulky carmperas used te 
film such wide-screen epics as The Tes Command: 
meng and Mon by Norwest, the Erpsire cameras 
were light, compact wnits. The film's production 
needs also necessitated that the background plate 
camera have a built-in heater so it could function 
in the sub-zero temperatures of Finse, Norway, 
which served ag the ley environment of Hoth. 

Breakthrough optical printing technology was 
also required to create as many as 500 Empire 
composite shots, up from 360 for drag Mars, 
Edlund's answer was the “Quad,” a computer- 
driven, four-projector head optical printer (as op- 
posed ta the standard two-head projector) 
equipped with « beam splitter (a mirrored device 
allowing a camera lens to record two separate im- 
ages simultaneously). The key was a distartion- 
free optic lens system developed by Edlund_ 

“It avaided the traditional optical problem of 
Betting perfectly fitting, mattes," Edlund explains, 
“which we mecded during the Battle of Hoth be- 
cause of the problem of compositing light-colored 
objects against a light background. That sequence 
was probably the most technical and creatively 
challenging in the entire film. 

“Of the three films, Sa Mars is a litle prittier 
and rougher on the edges, in tenms of effects, be- 
cause it was our first effort. Aemert of the Jed! was 
the most incredible and intense, it had se much 
stuifin it But | still say Ampire was the prettiest of 
the three movies. There's a beauty to it” 

Empire arguably has the most visually diverge 
and beautiful environments in the trilogy: the 
snowy wasteland of Hoth fereated with location 
and stop-motion photography); dark, swampy 
Dagobah (created on a sound stage set at Elstree 


Studios in England); and Cloud City on Bespin (created with a series 
of live-action and matte painting composites). 


System. With the shrug of an old 
pro, Edlund recalls that the 
deadlines were met because “we 
had no choice. Everything [con- 
strection at the new facility and 
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the film's production] was going 
en at the same time.” MODEL SHOT OF 

The “Empireflex cameras.” THE REBEL 
developed and built in a year, CRUISER FOR 
were fee a ESM EE reflex THE FINAL 
CaAMeres custom designed to 
meet ILM's motion-contrel pho- SEQUENCE OF 
tography needs and the first Vis- FalPiine. 


taVision cameras built since the 
formats glory days twa decades 
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Empire was another blockbuster success, and the Empire Cam- 
era System, as well as Edlund and his FX team, earned Academy 
Awards. Since then, however, filmmaking and visual effects have 
changed mightily. Computerized effects—from virtual sets to syn- 
thetic actors—are seeping inte the fabric of film, In many scenarios, 
film itself will be swept away and replaced by electronic data. 

Many effects artists resist the notion of digital movie making. 
Edlund, though, welcomes the new technology. “I'm happy about 
the digital revolution,” he says. “Its given ws an incredible amount 
ef creative freedom. Digital is a much more elegant technology.” 4 
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Aferk Voz, a writer for Cirefex, iso regular contributor to SGML. 
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ie Aker the hupe success of 
Srar Maas, which blazed film- 
making and licensing trails, you 
would think that manufacturers 
from around the warld must 
have beat down the doors at 
Lucasfilm, begging to get a li- 
cense for the highly anticipated 
sequel, Tae Ernie Stnibes Back, 

You would be wrong. 

Just as licensees didn't ini- 
tally bet on San Mars belng a 
merchandising blockbuster 
because there hod never bern a 
really successful product line 
denved from a film, the caonven- 
tional wisdom was that all 
sequels were detinite dogs. So 
why showld Empire be any 
different? 

“ln 1978, when we started 
selling The &npire Sertkes Back, it 
Was like running inte a brick 
wall," says Mappie Young. then 
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GALACTIC BAZAAR 





the recently hired head of Lucastilm’'s licensing department (assum- 
ing the role that Charlie Lippincott had handled so well for the first 
film). “It was the hardest zale imaginable. And 1 think it was because 
there was mo precedent for this kind of movie merchandising. Plus 
we were selling a sequel. which just were mot that successful in 
those clays,” 

The licensing campaign for Empire revolved around Kenner 
Products, the Cincinnati toy maker that did so phenamenally well 
with its Stas Maes line of action figures and vehicles. That success 
kept San Haas in the public consciousness during the making of 
Empire, [t alsa meant that besides introducing new toys for Empire, 
the original Srag Wares figures would be re-released on different 
“cards” (thee tern for the toys’ cardboard packaging). 

For some reason, even though the £rrpire line sold well during 
the period surrounding the film's release, until recently, Ampire fig- 
ures have been among the slowest to rise in value among collectors 
That odd situation is now changing as more collectors have entered 
the Geld and nearly all action figures still sealed on cards have be- 
come hander to find. Still, figure: packaged on many Empire cards 
remain afferdable for collectors who are trying to pet at leaet one 
mint carded specimen for each Kenner figure produced, (Many 
collectors find that a very satisfactory, although still challenging way 









THE EMPIRE 
STRIKES FACK 
IMSPIRED 
KEMMER'S HOTH 
BATTLE SCEME, 
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CHARACTERS 
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LIKE THE REBEL 
TRANS FORT, 





to collect cach figure is to pet it on the first card 
an which it wae released.) 

Following the initial 20 figures from STAR Wass 
and the 1979 introduction of Bobs Fett after his 
debut on television's Star Mars Holiday Special, 
Kenner released 10 new figures in 1980, “ineclud- 
ing the ewer-popular Luke Skywalker, Princess 
Leia and Han Solo in new outfits,” as the compa- 
ny"s Toy Fair catalog then put it. Another 10 were 
released the following year, and by 1982. the 
Kenner lineup inchided 47 action Agures plus a re- 
tooled R2-D2 (with Sensorescope) and C-3PO (with 
removable limbs), Today, Eripire figures on @ mint 
card sell for between $45 - $125+ cach, 

There were zome subtle differences along the 
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A long list of action 
figures, vehicles and 
playsets followed 
the release of The 
Empire Strikes Back, 
and now they’re 
sought by collectors 
BY STEVE SANSWEET 


way, both in the &apire figures and cards. For 
example, Yoda's orange snake turned into a 
brown one. Princess Leia in her Bespin gown had 
either a long neck or a high collar, and the firant- 
ofscard phota showed either a profile or a head-on 
shot. Luke/ Bespin fatigues sold as a brunette or a 
blond, and the card changed from a somewhat 
out-of-focus three-quarters figure to a sharper 
head and torso shot. Lando Calrissian came either 
somber or with a big emile and bright eyes. 
Upnaught figures came with either a blue oar a 
lavender smock, 

In addition to the small action figures, the last 
in the line of large figures (or dolls) was released 
in conjunction with Empire. The 15° hG-88 came 
with two weapons and an ammunition belt, Be- 
cauge the bounty hunter wae released ao long af- 
ter the others, and fewer were made after the ma- 
jor toy stores decided mot to stock any more dolls, 
1G-86 is the hardest one to find mint in a mint box 
{around $400+). Renner had planned to release all 
the dolls in Ampire bowes (and. in fact, printed up a 
bateh of such boxes with the Araygirne logo), but ex- 
cept for 1G-88 and Boba Fett (3275), they are 
scarce and very expensive, Renner also produced 
prototypes of a Lando doll and mew costumes for 
Han, Luke and Leia, bul none went inte prodiuc- 
ton because of retailers’ reluctance to carry them. 


Of all the Brtpire characters, Yoda created the 
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most buzz among mowegoers. It's surprising sa 
few Yoda toys were made, As mentioned in Issue 
#09's colurmn about S7ac Mars aliens, Kenner pro- 
duced an & 1/27 fairly rigid sculpted Yoda hand 
puppet ($35) and a Yoda “fortune teller" (340). 
There was a Yoda the Jedi Master board game 
(235) in which players train to become Jedi 
Enights, a coloring book with a Yoda cower ($5) 
and a Yoda Play-Doh playset with a plastic X- 
wing fighter, a plastic Dagobah playmat and three 
hinged molds to make Yoda and oth- 
er fmpire characters ($30). And 
there was @ Dagobah playset in 
which Yoda or Luke could “levi- 
tate” objects (365). 

Among £rpire’s other play- 
sets were two Sears exclusives 
with cardboard backdrops, used 
mainly to sell action figures: 
Rebel Caormmand Center ($200) 
and Cloud City playset ($225). 
The Hoth Ice Planet Adventure 
Playset (5150) includes a card- 
board AT-AT with a manually 
operated “elevator” to lift cap- 
tuned Rebels up inte the walkers 
belly. The Imperial Attack Base 
Playset (365) caves in and falls 
apart—deliberately—and there's 
a matching Turret and Probot 


KEMHER'S 
MIiCRhO COLLEC- 
TIOH INTRO- 


playset ($120). Darth Vader’s DUCED A HEW 
Star Destreyer playset ($200) is cate oF DIE: 
a pie-shaped slice of he bridge. CAST METAL 
made ta snap onte a kid's arm 

so he or she can fly around the FIGURES AND 
room with it. (If you remember WME EMPIRE 
he ie T¥ pagel stetee it PLAYSETS. 
ookord pretty sally, 

Brepire introduced some way- eee 
cool vehicles, too, including one BESFIN WORLD 
that has achiewed legendary sta- 4D HOTH 
tus. The die-cast TIE bomber WORLD 


was actually the fourth and last 
ship in Series I], the rest of 
which had been released the 
year before in Stax Maas pack- 
aging. Moat retailers decided mot 
to reorder the entire assortment 
for just one new ship. Mont- 
gomery Ward was one of the 
few chains that did get it (mine 
still has an original price tag of 
$6.99), thus the scarcity and the 
ridiculously high price of around 
£7004, Much more reasonable 
are the Rebel Armored Snow- 
speeder ($125), Twin-Pod Cloud 
Car ($85), the giant AT-AT 
($160), Rebel Transport ($125), 
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Seout Walker ($95) and—my favorite of the flm— 
Boba Fett's Staves! (F195). 

No Kenner line would be complete without 
canrying cases for the action figures, The rarest 
one for Arpire is a black vinyl case with the same 
artwork as on the Srae Mars case but with the 
Empire logo ($75). That was shipped as the film 
Was opening in May 1980, and was quickly 
changed to one with art featuring Yoda and 
scenes from Anrpire, with the logo in the upper left 
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comer (340). In 1982, a third design was released, with the lage in 
the center ($40). A dimensional case of Darth Vader's head held 31 
figures ($30). Mold and packaging tests of that case in white, mus- 
tard gold and gold-plated plastic have entered the collectors’ market 
in necent years, fetching 5150+. 

Empire creatures weren't totally ignored, There was Luke's trusty 
tauntaun ($45), re-released in 1982 with an “open-belly rescuc fea- 
tune” ($45) to save Luke from freezing in the ice storms on Hoth. That 
same year, a wampa with spring-loaded anms was also offered ($45). 

There was a “New Improved!" lightzaber with a neon yellow, 
green or red blade ($50+). Those were sypposed to be battery-oper- 
ated and light up, but by the time the 1980 Toy Fair catalog was 
published, a sticker informed buyers that “The Force” lightsaber 
chdnm't use batbenes. 


Five mini-nigs and three action-figure accessories were pro: 
duced for Ampire (20+ each). But the prize for strangest—and 
maybe oodest—item poes to the ES Switcheroos (B45), plow-in- 
the-dark light-ewitch plates featuring a molded Darth Vader with 
“sneaky-pink eyes in the light, showing his true evil yellow eyes at 
night.” R2-D2 and C-3POQO Switcheroos also had yellow cyes that 
glowed in the dark, but the same copywriter somehow didn't find 
thos weer marianne. 

Por all of Kenner's success, it failed big time with a line that | 
personally loved at first sight but that was still on the clearance shelf 
of Toys R Us well after Refers of the Sect had come and gone from 
theaters. That was the Micro Collection. Launched in the summer of 
1982, Gb was an entirely new scale of figures and playsets. The line 
was scaled to painted, die-cast metal figures that were about 
1 1/4*tall. Bach of the nine playsets ($40 - $90 each) came with any- 
where from four to cight figures in vanous poses, but they were on 
bases and net jointed, ao they couldn't be manipulated. 





The playsets were made to be modular sq they 
could fit together to make Bespin, Hoth and Death 
Star “worlds.” In addition to being sold separately, 
they were also packaged together and sold as 
thase worlds ($90 - $200). There also were four 
wehicles, feo of them limited-edition exclusives: a 
Sears-only Miflernian Foloor ($225+) and a J.C. 
Penney snowspeeder (21004). Plans and even 
prototypes were developed for more playsets, in- 
eluding a bacta chamber, where an injured Luke is 
healed after his wampa attack and freezing night 
autside an Hath. 


As recounted in Srae Harss; From Concept ta 
jereesn fo Calfecnile, Howard Bollinger, then Ken- 
ners vice president of product desige and empri- 
necning. oniginally conceived of the Micro line as 
more ofa collectible than a toy, with posed figures 
from dosens of major scenes in the films, along 
with diorama “film clip" backgrounds. “I think it 
would howe been dynamite, but in the process of 
development, it pot changed and the concept got 
watered down,” Bollinger says. 

The Kenner designers threw themselves into 
the Micra Collection—literally. “We sat down and 
came up with ideas of what characters should po 
with cach playset and what their poses should be,“ 
eave Mark Boudreaux, then and stil the head Srasg 
Maes desipner at Kenner, “Then we took all the fur- 
niture out of a large conference room, set up three 
cumens on topods at different angles 
and took tums being models, striking 
poses and using broom handles as 
lightsabers and other weapons. We 
gave these photos, along with photos 
of the characters, bo sculptors who 
made the actual figures.” 

Canceptually, the Micro Collec-= 

tion sounded like a clever idea, 
recalls David Mauer, Kenner's @xec- 
utive vice president of marketing at 
the time. “But, after the fact, we dis- 
covered that kids hated posed sol. 
dier-like figures. And the toys 
werent open-ended Once they put 
ane of these: Micro playsets on the 
ground, they were forced into a 
Particular play pattem, and by def. 
inition that’s limiting.” Plus, par- 
ents who had made a sizable in- 
vestment in the larger-scale toys 
werent anxious to spend another 
pile of cash on an incompatible 
line. Collectors, too, long ignored 

the Micro Collection. 
But in the last couple of years, 

the toys have finally taken off im 

populanty. Inonically, the hottest 

new line of fran Maras boys in 

nearly a decade haz been Ga- 

loob's Micra Machines vehicles, 
figures and playsets—which are even smaller than 
the earlier Kenner versions. Howard Bollinger’s in- 
stinets were night. Alas, he was just about a dozen 
years too early! hy 
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Steve Sansweer is the author of Stark Wars: From 
Concept to Screen ta Collectible ard co-duthor of 
Tomart’s Price Guide to Worldwide Star Wars 
Collectibles. The prices it this column are adapted 
Jrom the Tomar Guide, but the author does not make 
comcrkhel it sack fens and como! gucrantee avail: 
abit of te stated price, 
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Re: Fett Fanati€s 
If there is a poster boy for Sma Waas fans on the Internet, it 
must be Boba Fett. No other character gets more posts or 
bulletin boards devoted to him than the bounty hunter in 
Mandalore battle armor. For trilogy enthusiasts on-line, 
nobody tops Fettheads for their devotion! 
For Fans of Fett, the mysterious anti-hero who debuted on the 
Srar Wares Holiday Special in i978, and nearly stole the show 
TIBVREVINFITZPATRICK Gjanasi@acleomD) in The Empire strikes 
Back (£58), it's been more than 15 years of dedication to the 
man with the rocket darts (or is ita woman under that hel- 
met?). And an increasingly popular way for Fettish fans to 
trade theories, opinions, jabs and jokes about Han Solo's 
arch enemy is via computers and modems. You might even 
make a deal for his action figure—mint in box, of course. 
believe a lot of the reason Boba Fett is so revered is because 
of all the hype his character received even before £58 came 
out,” says Jason Doolittle (jrdoolit@vaxi.acs.jmu.edu). “He 
was the only new character whom everyone knew before go- 
ing to see the movie. His Kenner fiqure came out amongst 
huge fanfare (‘Free fiqure from new movie!" the toy maker's 
offer screamed), he was big before anyone saw £58 and he 
got even bigger once he appeared in the film." 





t= fi ei * Lb * - 
RE: The “C99|ness” Métér 

There's no doubt Fett is a top vote-getter in science-fiction popularity polls, But 
why? What's with him? For fans on-line who worship him, the debate mages: What 
makes Fett so cool? 

Well, you can start with the costume, which is totally unique; Fett's mask is better than 
Batman's and Judge Dredd's. Overall, though, most simply say it's Boba's mysterious, can't-touch-me 
attitude. Plus he pilots Sove /, one of the most fearsome vehicles in the trilogy. 

“I started by wondering about Fett's coolness, but if you pay attention to the movies, he is Kinda 
cool,” says Brian Doebert (brian.doebert@ilaunchpad,unc.edu), “The first sight of him is on the Star 
Destroyer with all the other bounty hunters. Vader talks to him personally, so he must have a reputa- 
tien. In my eyes, this cams him a lot of respect. On Bespin, he talks to Vader almost as an equal. His 
attitude iz what makes hin cool. 

50, how do you mesure the coolness of Fett? 1s it the maneuvers he makes? His cunning at capbur- 
ing Han Solo? Or the way he deals with Jabba the Hutt. Although he later became a legit star in Dark 
Horse's Dark Empire comics, in £58 and Return of the Jedi (ft), the bounty hunter only had limited 
screen time—which makes you wonder if perhaps that cinematic tease actually helped make Fett the 
Clint Eastwood af Snir Hours 
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“The less Boba Fett says, the more mystery 
surrounds him,” states Jimmy Wu (wujigPacf2. 
nyuwedu). “But how about his cool armver? [ uhink it 
looks sleek and menacing at the same time, | hope 


he if in the prequels planned by Geore Lucas." 

Neil Shepard (nshepa liaiglumbe.edu) was one 
of the many kids who sent away for the Fett ac- 
thon figures. “That started the fascination for me, 
wondering who this guy was, what side he was 
on, Saye Weil “| always assumed he was a bad 
guy, just because be looked kind of aminous and 


deadly. When 1 finally pot to see 
him in £S8, it was thrilling be- 
cause alter months and manths 
of having little batthes with rny 
Kenner figures, here waa the guy 
| had theerized and wondered 
about. 

“People love not knowing his 
background. Where's the fun in 
knowing everything? Was he a 
Mandalore soldicr who fought 
the Jedi in the Clane Wars? Was 
he a homer Imperial stonmtroop- 
er? Was he a relative of Han 
Selo? Did he know Darth Vader 
personally? It enables us Fett 
fans to use our imaginations te 
the point where we ceuld talk for 
hours abeut Pett, coming wp with 
theories and stori¢cs. Combine 
that with his preat costume ard 
the fact that he just radiated pure 
nastiness on the screen, That's 
what makes Pett so utterly cool,” 
Neil saya 


RE: The Fett Ref 

How'd Fett get the reputation 
for being the palaxy's bad boy? 
sure, he's the guy with the jet 
pack and Wookice pelts, but 
docs that make for a fearsame 
villain? 

“Boba represents the most in- 
teresting kind of character in 
STAR Wears.” says Cecil Leung 
(bed 2 Gh ireenet.torante.onm.ca). 
“He is mot affiliated with the Em- 
pire nor the Rebellion. He's a 
mercenary. This is not unlike 
Han Solo before his conversion 
Pett doesn't mince words or fight 
under the banner of any cause, 
he just kicks [butt] for the pur- 
pose of attaining money. Also, 
because of the fact that so litthe 
about him is told in the films. he 
has that mysterious quality about 
him. Mobody is sure where he's from or what his 
objectives really are.” 

Fett is like another cinema icon, someone from 
the American Old West, offers Simon H. Lee 
(shi Xiteornelledu). “I'm sure this line of reason- 
ing has came up before, but he has the same 
general mysteriousness as Clint Eastwood's Man 
With No Name: He comes in, does his thing and 
leaves —and he doesn't talk much in berveen.” 
Simon says 
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Re: Getting Hooked UP 

How do you get on-line and join the legion of Fett fanat- 
ics? It's easy. Of course, you need 4 home computer, 
so find a hard ware-dealing lawa Hear you. You'll alse 
need a modem (most new Pes come equipped with 
one) that hooks inte your phone line and connects ~~ 
your PC to a computer network. There are com mercial 
subscription networks such as CompuServe, Prodigy, — a 
Delphi, America Online and GEnie. They charge a flat 
monthly fee that Includes four or five hours of on-line 
time, and then charge hourly rates for extra time (the 
call that hooks you in is a local ong, so generally 
there are no long-distance phone charges). — 

But watch out! Those extra charges can mount up for 
regular cyber chatters. Check out one of the many 
computer magazines for tips on which system best | 
serves your interests. Smaller, private bulletin boards — 
(bbs) also have areas that are devoted to science fic- 
tien and Star Wars. Consult computer shops in your 
area for ones that have local access phone numbers. 
Finally, if you are 4 student at a school with computer 
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RE: An l8n2ble End? 

Everyone knows that in A, during the battle in Tatooine’s Dune 
Sea, Feet disappears inta the Great Fit of Carkoon, 
screaming his head off. Wo way for a hard- 
case Warrior to @o, but that's what hap- 
pened. Today the Net buzzes with 
theones about Fett's ultimate fate. 

“When our heroes start to 


Clutches at the Great Pit of 
Carkoon,” says Paul Ouellette 
(poueclet@epu.sry.ualberta.ca), “Boba 
jumps over to the skiff and starts fighting 
Han. Why? Fett is a bounty hunter. Presumably, he 

has already been paid by Jabba for delivering Solo. Although Leia 
freed Han fram the carbonine, why should Feo care! He did lis 
joeb—and made some quality enemies in the process—but | would 
have thought that os a cunning, ruthless bounty hunter, he would 
have tried to escape in order to continue his mercenary ways. | sup- 
pose be could have been fighting for control of the skiff, worrying 
that if the Rebels win the fight, he won't have a ride back to civilisn- 
tion. But T don't really like that idea. And Fett doesn't strike me as 
the kind of bounty hunter to put himself in penmanent employ ta 
one person, lee the rest of Jabba's sycophantic courtiers.” 

Jeff Gaulin’s (jgaulingtjulian.uwe.ca) response is that it was a 
business decision. “Obviously, Feet didn't think the Rebels were 
Roing to win the battle with Jabba, or he would have looked at the 
bottom line and potten off Tatooine. Instead, he probably thought of 
the reward for killing Solo and Skywalker on Jabba's behalf, Very, 


Fans,” 


tion.”* 
there. 


fans. 
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systems available, check with your system operator to | 
see how to connect to the Net. ees 


“/eu 


wery pood business. The last 
thing he would hawe wanted on 
his reputation 


“People 

fove not knowing his back- 

ground. Where’s the fun in knowing 
everything?... It enables us Fett fans to use 
fight their way out of Jabba's our imaginations to the point where we 
could talk for hours about Fett, coming 
up with theories and stories....”" 
— Neil Shepard 


would have 

been bo be seen a9 a coward had 
Jabba'’s side prevailed 

Por Fett freaks in general, it's 
a mystery as to whe their hens 
is. For those on the Net, though, 
the debate rages on nightly. 
Kevin Frizpotrick fkF2ndst 
kooal com) isa freelance writer in 
New Fork. He first encountered 
foba Fen in 980 af the Creve 
Cover (Missouri! Cinema with pal 
Mike Sohmarra. 


ONCE YOU'RE ON-LINE... Here's how to get 
into Srae Waes areas on the various 
commercial services: 

i) America Online: Under keyword (Com- 

mand K) “Science Fiction™ you'll find 

the “Srae Maas" area with so folders of 
information, including "Boba Fett 

as well as the "Srae Maas Li- 
brary” where the “frequently asked 

“questions” (FAQ) list is kept. 
z) CompuServe: Type "Go To Science Fic- 
Sran Waes is a discussion group 


nv innus Custom Forum 30, “Srae Wass 
é is Forum” message board. 
em 4) Genie: Look in the “Science Fiction™ 
and “Movies” area for other Srag Wass 


§) Prodigy: Jump to “Sci-Fi bulletin 
board, where Star Waas Is a topic. 
Note: Many younger users there. 


MEET YOUR NCW NEIGHBORS! 





TRIVIA 


From the-frozen battlefield on Hoth to 
Bespin's Cloud City, The £mpire Strikes 

Back is packed with heroes, villains and 
non-stop, FX-filled action. To celebrate 
SS the isth anniversary of the release of 
=~ £mpire, here.are 15 trivia questions sure 
to test_your knowledge of the Jandmark 


HSC e THE ee ee 


movie. Answer the questions correctly 
» and unseramble the circled letters (hint: 
_. it's where we last saw Luke, Leia, et al). 

_ Mail us the correct answers, and we'll 
——_enter you in our random drawing to win 
a treasure trove of Sraz Wars goodies. 


XS 25 ‘Star Wars 
ike Prizes! 


of nN “GRAND PRIZE Limited-edition figurines of 
ake Skywalker and Garth Vader in their lightsaber duel on 
Bespin, courtesy of Applause, Inc. 


- : 2 FIRST PRIZES tectonic millennium falcon 


| Maysetimodel Courtesy of Kenner Products 


ay SECOND PRIZES Complete set of- he Fonpire 


V\ Sérikes Back Widevision cards, including chave-cards, 
‘coltesy of Topps 


19 THIRD PRIZES retail box (24 packs) of 


aa Empire Widevision cards 








od | 











STRIKES 
ES AC BC CONTEST 


An All-Empire Brainteaser 


1) Droids deployed by the Empire to find the Rebel base on Hoth, 
2) Alliance field officer assigned to the Rebel base on Hoth. 

3) Rebel pilot who rescued Luke and Han on Hoth. 

4) Medical droid that treated Luke two different times. 

5) Gigantic, worm-like creatures that Inhabit asteroids. 


6) Imperial officer who assumed command of the Executer after 
Admiral Q2zel was “relieved of his duty” by Darth Vader. 


7) Planet on which Han Solo says he was nearly captured by a pair 
of bounty hunters. ; 


8) The starship owned and operated by Boba Fett. 
9) The type of battle armor worn by Boba. 


io) Reptilian-bounty hunter contracted by Lord Vader to track 
down the 4tienalum Falcon and her crew. 


it) Bat-like parasites known for attaching themselves to starships 
and feeding off their energy. 


ia) Edible twig that Yoda was fond of chewing. 


(3) Rare gas extracted from Bespin's atmosphere and processed in. 
Cloud City. 


14) Landing pad on Cloud City where the Falcon was moored. 
is} Humanold-porcine beings who live and work in Cloud City. 


SS 


4 Entries mest be received by October 31,1995. One entty 9) __ > Sane ee 
per person. Answers will appear in Issue "6; winners willbe j.5.- ( im 
.. hotified by mail. Photocopies or hand-written copies of this a 
contest are acceptable. m we === 
1 eee ee 
Hane A es ea hth Date fo — 
SS — —_ —_ —_ 
= ess “Address Api ts 1g} 2: ae i ee 
City Slate lip el a 
ee MAIL TOUR ERTEY TO: Content #4, Scam Maes Gacecr Macazwr, . oo MU a Hh S&S wW EF R 
ee One Whitehall Street, Mew York, H¥-iooo4, 
Lbs wee (sorry, no e-mail entries) Sg letra ea pr ee ee ee eS eee 
\ “ AGE 1 “Tatooine Trivia Quiz” In bsue-# Es Finer; 2) womp rats; 3) banthas: 4) Owen Lars; 9) Academy; 6) vocabulator; 7) Jawas: 
SB) lightsaber; 9) skyhopper; 10) Cecking Bay v5. fonus Answer: Anchorhead 
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TO GREATE THE ULTIMATE 
STAR WARS EXPERIENCE WE HAD YO 
SET OUR SIGHTS A LITTLE HIGHER. 


DARK FORCES” 
FIRST PERSON FIREPOWER IN THE STAR WARS UNIVERSE. AVAILABLE NOW ON CD-ROM. 











CHECK OUT THE DARE FORCES DEMO ON THE LUCASARTS BBS AT (405) 257-3070 
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The Hard, Cold Facts About Hoth 


Filming the atenes of the icy planet took the cast and crew of The Ereplre ttrides deck to Norway, England and California 
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